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   Welcome, Call to Worship & Prayer of Approach 
Welcome to our service today. Tomorrow is the start of Christian Aid week and so we shall be using some 
resources from Christian Aid as part of our worship. Later, our sermon will be given by Rev Dr Craig Gardiner of 
Cardiff University & South Wales Baptist College, on behalf of Christian Aid. But we begin to worship God together 
with a call to worship and prayer of approach. Please join in with the words on the screen. 
 
O sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all the Earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation 
from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
 
Let us pray: 
Come and celebrate our common home  
we gather with the family of humanity.  
With the mountains, islands and deserts  
we honour the glory of God in creation.  
With the lakes, rivers and seas  
we come to the source of living water.  
With the land, its soil, seeds and sustenance  
we give thanks for God’s generous provision.  
With the forests of great trees, the lungs of the planet  
we will sing with joy and clap our hands. 
We join with the whole of creation, inspired by those who have gone before and the prophetic voices of today  
We dare to praise and pray for another possible world.  
To the glory of God,  
Amen. 

Video Clip 
Florence’s Story: Image Store (resourcespace.com) 

Reading 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and 
everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming 
to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth. Ps. 96: 11 – 13 
 

Song 
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 
Creation's revealing Your majesty 
From the colours of Fall to the fragrance of Spring 
Ev'ry creature unique in the song that it sings 
All exclaiming 

Indescribable, uncontainable    
You placed the stars in the sky 
And You know them by name.   
You are amazing God. 
All powerful  -   untamable   
Awestruck we fall to our knees  
as we humbly proclaim   
You are amazing God,  
You are amazing God. 

 

Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 
Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 
None can fathom 

Indescribable uncontainable 
You placed the stars in the sky   
and You know them by name 
You are amazing God 
Incomp’rable - unchangeable 
You see the depths of my heart   
and You love me the same 
You are amazing God 
You are amazing Godi 

 
Prayers of Lament & Confession 

Let us pray: O God: the heavens are not glad; the Earth does not rejoice; warming gases fill the atmosphere; 
pollution turns clean air foul; climate breakdown wreaks havoc. The sea roars with grief for: all the plastic that fills 
it; for the destruction of coral reef. The fields exclaim despair for delayed rains and prolonged drought; for species 
extinction on a daily basis. No song of joy rings out from the trees of the forest decimated by forest fires. How long 
O God, how long until your justice comes for all your creatures and the Earth? In you we put our trust. Amen. 
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https://christianaid.resourcespace.com/pages/view.php?ref=4187&k=66efe9ccc9


For the beauty of the Earth desecrated by pollution, extinguished by forest fires, choked by plastic waste, Christ, 
our God, to you we plead forgive us for systemic greed.  
For the urgency of this hour ignored by apathy or procrastination, wasted by ineffective decisions, denied by 
economic interests, Christ, our God and Saviour, forgive us for selfish short-term behaviour.  
For the joy of human love fractured by forced migration, crushed by bereavement, lost to typhoons, floods, 
starvation, Christ, our God, bringer of justice forgive us for this climate crisis. 
 
God you know us. You know that we can be loving and kind; and you know that sometimes we get things 
wrong. We’re sorry for the times we hurt other people, forget to listen to you and don’t bother to take care 
of your world. God forgive us. Jesus bless us. God’s Spirit help us to grow in love.  
Amen. 
 

Readings 
Listen my people. I need to talk with you. I have questions. I need answers. I have cared for you. I rescued you 
from slavery. I gave you wise leaders, both women and men. You need to remember the stories of who I am and 
what I have done. Listen my people. I am talking to those of you who live in the countryside. I am questioning 
those of you who live in cities and towns.  

What have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Speak, the mountains are listening to you. The Earth 
is waiting to hear your voice.  

What can I do? What can I bring to God? What does God want of me? What will keep God happy? What 
will keep God off my back? Would God be impressed with barrels and barrels of olive oil? Would God be satisfied 
with thousands of animals from my flocks? Perhaps my riches are not enough? Should I offer to God the life of my 
precious first-born child?  

Listen mortal. Listen to what God says. Look carefully at how God acts. Remember the stories of what 
God has done. God has shown you clearly what is bad and what is good.  

You are to do justice to act fairly. Do justice in the home and in the street and in the marketplace. Do justice 
in your community. Work with others to do justice globally. Do justice with strangers and friends and family alike.  

You are to love kindness. You are to be generous. You are to share your resources and share them with 
a smile. You are to care for those in need.  

You are to walk humbly with God. No pretence, no bluster. You are to walk wisely and purposefully. You 
are to pray and wonder. You are to respect the Earth. You are to experience and learn who God is and what God 
is about.  

Listen up mortal. God has told you what is good. So do it. Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with 
your God. (Adapted from Michah 6: 1 – 9) 
 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. (John 15: 9 – 17) 
 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who 
had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. (Acts 10 – 44 – 48) 
 

Reflection 
Rev Dr Craig Gardiner Cardiff University & South Wales Baptist College 

“Too much, too little, and just enough” 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 

Song 
For the fruits of all creation, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the gifts to every nation, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 

Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

In the just reward of labour, 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


God’s will is done; 

In the help we give our neighbour, 

God’s will is done; 

In our world-wide task of caring 

For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will is done. 

 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the good we all inherit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the wonders that astound us, 

For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, 

Thanks be to God.ii 

 
Response: Giving/Offering 

Drought drives people to the brink. Storms tear families apart. Raging waters show no mercy. Our world is in crisis. 
We have the power to stop it. People living in poverty are on the frontline of the climate chaos. They are losing 
food, water, homes and family. Every day, they walk further, dig deeper and build stronger to survive. Unrelenting. 
Determined. They battle the worst of a climate crisis they did not create. This is unjust. But a better way is possible. 
A way that restores justice to our broken world today. A way that protects the future for all of us, our children and 
grandchildren. In our giving, let us put our words into action, sharing our resources with those working tenaciously 
for justice. And let us give with God’s vision of a more just world in our mind’s eye and hope in our hearts. Details 
of how to give to the work of Christian Aid are in this week’s Pastoral Letter and will be on the screen at the end 
of our service. 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

God of abundant life, we see your goodness all around us and we thank you for every part of it; from the plants 
and animals which play their part in complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts and stormy seas which test the limits 
of life. We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, you may help us to rediscover your 
love of creation and to reflect that in our own lives.  
God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
God who speaks through unexpected people, We thank you for contemporary prophets who are challenging us to 
act on climate change; for indigenous people and their invaluable knowledge of the land and sea where they live, 
for scientists dedicating their careers to warning us about changes to the planet, and for young people striking for 
their future. We pray that you will help those in power to hear their prophetic voices. Help them to see beyond 
short-term political priorities and business plans. and give them wisdom and courage when they face difficult 
decisions.  
God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 
God of second chances, we recognise the damage we have done to the Earth and the injustice we see in society 
every day, all of it fuelled by worship of profit and possessions. We pray for the coming of a better world with 
justice, kindness and humility at its heart. We ask that you guide us to be co-creators of this new world. Give us 
confidence to follow the prophetic voices to stand against injustice to people and to planet. So that together, in 
your strength, we stop this climate crisis.  
God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 
We ask all this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together saying: 
(Video Clip: The Lord’s Prayer) Global Lords Prayer film - Christian Aid 

 
Song 

Even though I walk through the valley 
Of the shadow of death, 
Your perfect love is casting out fear. 
And even when I’m caught in the middle 
Of the storm of this life, 
I won’t turn back; I know you are near. 
And I will fear no evil, 
For my God is with me. 
And if my God is with me, 
Whom then shall I fear? Whom then shall I fear? 
 Oh no, you never let go, 
 Through the calm and through the storm. 
 Oh no, you never let go, 
 In every high and every low. 
 Oh no, you never let go, 
 Lord, you never let go of me. 

 
And I can see a light that is coming 
For the heart that holds on, 
A glorious light beyond all compare. 
And there will be an end to these troubles, 
But until that day comes, 
We’ll live to know you here on the earth. 
And I will fear no evil, 
For my God is with me. 
And if my God is with me, 
Whom then shall I fear? Whom then shall I fear? 
 Oh no you never let go… 
 
Yes, I can see a light that is coming 
For the heart that holds on, 
And there will be an end to these troubles, 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/appeals/global-lords-prayer-film


But until that day comes, 
Still I will praise you, still I will praise you. 

 Oh no, you never let go…iii 

 Prayer of Dedication 
(video clip: Bob Kikuyu) Christian Aid Week prayer film - Christian Aid 
 

Blessing 
May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling. May God 
bless us with courage at this critical hour. And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us 
and on all creation, this day and for the future to come. Amen.  
 

Reflection 
Rev Dr Craig Gardiner: Too much, too little and just enough 

Every spring we plant a variety of seeds and seedlings in the garden and encourage our kids to nurture their 
growth all the way through the summer. If all goes well, then a season of mixed salad awaits us all, and while that 
may not be the children’s favourite meal, like many other parents, I assure them it is good for them.  
 
And of course, it is. But it’s not just the eating of greens: there’s much to learn from the discipline of attentive care 
that monitors growth and harvests the fruit. One lesson from this basic introduction to horticulture is that too much 
water can be as bad as giving plants too little. You can drown tomatoes as easily as kill them in soil that is parched 
and dry. Between too much or too little they can discover the joy of just enough.  
 
And while none of this cultivation is remotely life threatening for our family, the garden experience reads like a mini 
parable of the devastating changes that are happening increasingly around the world. In places like Kenya, 
cultivating crops amidst extreme and erratic weather patterns is a matter of life and death. Too much water can 
sweep away crops in torrential floods while elsewhere too little means the land is cracked in desperate drought. 
Communities such as those featured in this year’s Christian Aid Week depend on reliable and regulated water 
supplies for their livestock, crops and livelihoods.  
 
You may have already heard of Rose, who lives in Kitui county, where the chaos of climate change has devasted 
the growth of beans and maize and left her land and her family, thirsty, hungry and very poor. There is sometimes 
too much or too little, but rarely, it seems, just enough. For Rose one regular refrain of the Psalms of lament might 
be her daily prayer: ‘how long O lord, how long, how long before what we have is enough and what we have is 
just. How long until there is justice and enough.  
 
Not far away, a contrasting story can be told by Florence. Thanks to donations from Christian Aid and the work of 
local partners, she has built a small dam beside her farm, enough to gather the rains when they might otherwise 
overwhelm, retaining sufficient irrigation for the weeks when there isn’t a cloud in the sky. With this dependable 
source of water, Florence can grow tomatoes, onions and chillies on her farm. Her children can eat their own 
healthy vegetables. She can keep bees and sell their golden honey. Florence can join her voice with the set Psalm 
for today, she can ‘sing a new song unto the Lord, for God has done great things’. With her, the rivers and 
mountains and indeed that dam of plentiful fresh water can sing before the Lord who judges the world in 
righteousness. 
 
Surely such a God will declare: this is justice, and this is enough, this farm is just and enough, a sign of grace, an 
echo of God’s kin-dom song, finding it’s home on the earth.  
 
Florence’s farm is an echo too, of the astounding events we read of in the book of Acts. Peter has had an epiphany 
of God’s equality and inclusivity. Heaven has revealed in a dream the mind -blowing truth that Gentiles are as 
welcome as Jews in the family of God. And just to underline the point, as Peter is preaching, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit comes upon the very people he would have discounted but a day before. These Gentiles are speaking in 
tongues and praising God.  
 
As the Gentiles receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit Peter glimpses just how generous and hospitable is the Holy 
Spirit. In response to these events, he asks the crowd: ‘Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with 
water?’ In other words, can anyone deny them the opportunity of the sacrament, to make an ‘outward, visible sign 
of this inward, invisible transforming grace’.  
 
For these Gentiles, as with people like Rose and Florence, the tangible presence of water makes visible the work 
of the Holy Spirit in their midst. And it reinforces the importance of the physical, the embodied, the earthly life, 
blessed indeed by the Holy Spirit, the lord and giver of life.  
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/appeals/christian-aid-week-video-prayer


Perhaps the astounding thing from this scripture today, is not that the Spirit is poured out upon Gentiles, but that 
it may be just as holy an act to drench a thirsty land with water from a dam, as it is to sprinkle blessing on a baby’s 
head or immerse a believer in the waters at their baptism. And here is a challenge for many of us who often confine 
our understanding of the Holy Spirit to the boundaries of church. For sure, the Holy Spirit is at work with our 
congregations, but as theologian Jürgen Moltmann says, ‘we need to experience that the life-giving Spirit in the 
faith of the heart and in the society of love leads … beyond the limits of the church to the rediscovery of the same 
Spirit in nature, in plants, in animals, and in the ecosystems of the earth.’  
 
And if that is so then, echoing Peter, how ‘can anyone withhold the water’ needed for thirsty animals, crops and 
people across the world? There should be enough. It ought to be just. And if it is not then Moltmann continues, 
‘people who truly affirm and love life [will] take up the struggle against violence and injustice, [because] they refuse 
to get used to it.’  
 
Where life isn’t just, where there isn’t enough, Christians are called ‘to refuse to get used to it.’ If the water of 
baptism is symbolic of new life, then so too is the water behind Florence’s dam. It too is a sign of the Spirit and 
the coming of the kin-dom. For Florence and those who helped her, defied how things were, they refused to get 
used to what wasn’t enough and what simply wasn’t just. They discovered the great truth of what the poet Alice 
Walker says, that ‘resistance can be the secret of our joy.’  
 
That secret is something that Jesus plainly understood. Even as he stood on the threshold of great suffering, 
resisting the powers of betrayal and death, he finishes his farewell message to his friends saying, ‘I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. My joy in you and your joy 
complete.  
 
Jesus knew it was for the joy set before him that he despised the shame and endured the cross. Despite the 
suffering of Good Friday and the silence of Holy Saturday, this is a joy that believes that Sunday and resurrection 
is coming. Despite the suffering of climate chaos and the silence of many in power, this is a joy that believes that 
the kin-dom is coming, that trusts in the spirit, and works with God for change, a joy that refuses to get used to all 
that is not enough and all that is not just.  
 
I know the complexities of issues like this can sound like a flood of impossible tasks. I understand how in these 
times, we might all be experiencing a drought of encouragement. But with God there is always enough and more. 
As we begin this week for Christian Aid, the challenges, both personal and communal, local and global are indeed 
great. But so too is the joy set before us and so too is the abundance of life that is found in the Spirit. To resist the 
injustice, to overcome poverty, to nurture creation, to act in these ways, even with small and faltering steps, this 
is surely a sign of our love for God, our love for God’s people and indeed for God’s creation. These things are a 
sign of our obedience to heaven, our faithfulness to Christ, and our fellowship in the Spirit. These things are the 
secret of Joy and scripture assures us that even in struggle these commands of God will be far from burdensome, 
resistance is not futile victory will come, that the world will have enough and the nations will finally be just.  
 
This Christian Aid Week, we can join in the struggle of communities with Rose. We can celebrate the changes in 
communities with Florence. If we make that choice we refuse to get used to the way the world is. We commit to 
struggle for all it might be. A world that is just and an earth with enough. If we follow Jesus, if we live in the Spirit, 
then the kin-dom will be discovered among us. If we make that choice our joy will be complete in Christ and Christ’s 
joy will be complete in us. Amen. 
 

 
i Words by L Story & J Reeves, Music by L Story, worshiptogether.com, 2004, StF 48 
ii Words by F Pratt Green, Stainer & Bell Ltd., 1970, StF 124 
iii Words & Music M & B Redman, Thankyou Music, 2005, StF 626 

All prayers and adapted reading from Micah 6 taken from Christian Aid website worship resources 2021. 
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