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   Welcome 
Welcome. It’s good to be able to share in this service with you. I am delighted that Rev Dr Roberta Topham from 
Christchurch, Ilkley, will be sharing with us on the theme of what it means to learn more about our faith.. She will be 
exploring with us a passage from the first chapter of Mark’s Gospel. We’ll hear that in a few minutes but first we’re 
going to share in a modern hymn based on that passage. “Come, with me, come wander, come welcome the world.” 

  
Song 

Come with me, come wander, come welcome the 
world 
Where strangers might smile or where stones may 
be hurled; 
Come leave what you cling to, lay down what you 
clutch 
And find, with hands empty, that hearts can hold 
much. 
 
 Sing hey for the carpenter leaving his tools! 
 Sing hey for the Pharisees leaving their rules! 
 Sing hey for the fishermen leaving their nets! 

Sing hey for the people who leave their 
regrets! 

 
Come walk in my company, come sleep by my side, 
Come savour a lifestyle with nothing to hide; 
Come sit at my table and eat with my friends, 

Discovering that love which the world never ends. 
 
 Sing hey… 
 
Come share in my laughter, come close to my fears, 
Come find yourself washed with the kiss of my tears; 
Come stand close at hand while I suffer and die 
And find in three days how I never will lie. 
 
 Sing hey… 
 
Come leave your possessions, come share out your 
treasure, 
Come give and receive without method or measure; 
Come loose every bond that’s resisting the Spirit, 
Enabling the earth to be yours to inherit. 
 
 Sing hey… 

 

 
Introduction 

Have you learnt how to do something new this last year? I guess all of us have in one way or another. So what 
have you enjoyed learning most? And what have been the best lessons? Joe Wicks doing PE on TV? A walk in 
the countryside? Or a visit to an online museum or interesting radio programme?  
 
Have you or someone you know had to become a teacher? With the schools largely closed many children are 
having to learn at home. Many parents, carers or grandparents are having to become school teachers.  
 
I am a grandma to two nursery school children and am teaching them songs through the computer.  I have really 
enjoyed learning to read stories through the computer. Lots of us have had to learn to be teachers!  
 
The Bible tells us that God is a really great teacher. For God says: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.” Psalm 32:8 (NIV) 

 
Prayers 

As we come to God in prayer, there will be short spaces of silence in between each stanza to allow you to rest in 
the presence of God and to offer yourself to God. 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, As I come before you in prayer, help me to focus my thoughts on you, letting distractions fall away. 
  
Silence 
 
 I offer you my words, those of kindness and support, those which have wounded, those offered with care, and 
those carelessly spoken. 
 
Silence  
 
I offer you my actions, those of generosity and care, those of selfishness, those done from love and those 
neglected and undone.  
 
Silence  
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I offer you my thoughts, those of an open mind and heart, those closed by prejudice, those of love and those of 
fear.  
 
Silence  
 
I offer you myself, you know me and love me. Help me to love others as you have loved me. 
 
Silence 
 
Amen. 

 

Song 
 

My lips shall praise you, 
 My great Redeemer; 
 My heart will worship 
 Almighty Saviour. 
 
You take all my guilt away, 
Turn the darkest night to brightest day, 
You are the restorer of my soul. 
 
 My lips shall praise you… 
 
Love that conquers every fear, 

In the midst of trouble you are near, 
You are the restorer of my soul. 
 
 My lips shall praise you… 
 
You’re the source of happiness, 
Bringing peace when I am in distress, 
You are the restorer of my soul. 
 
 My lips shall praise you… 
 

 

Reading 
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he 
said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 
 
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for 
they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left 
their nets and followed him. 
 
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their 
nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed 
him. (Mark 1: 14 – 20) 
 

Reflection 
Rev Dr Roberta Topham: “We will learn more about our faith” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song
Who am I that the highest King 
Would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 

 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I’m a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
Free at last 
He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin 
Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me 

 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I’m a child of God 
Yes I am 
In my Father’s house 
There’s a place for me 
I’m a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
I am chosen 
Not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me 
Not against me 
I am who You say I am 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Prayers 
Loving God, You long for all people to know your love. You sent Jesus to show us the height, breadth and depth 
of your love, and your Spirit to inspire us to share that love with all people. Help me to be willing to share my faith 
with others and to live in a way that inspires curiosity about Jesus. Help me to find confidence in your promises. 
Help me to pray:  
for the things you already know;  
 
the needs of the world;  
 
the needs of your people;  
 
the needs of the church;  
 
my own needs and the needs of those I love.  
 
Accept these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ your son. Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As Our Saviour taught his disciples, we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Song 

Will you come and follow me 
If I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know  
And never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown 
In you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
If I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
And never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
Should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 
In you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see 
If I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
And never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
And do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean 
In you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
If I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
And never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
To reshape the world around, 
Through my sight and touch and sound 
In you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true 
When you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
And never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
Where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
In you and you in me.

 

 

Blessing 
May God bless you with, the imagination of the Creator, the love of the Son and the courage of the Spirit; that you 

might go forth in confidence to speak Love’s name. Amen. 

 
Reflection: “We will learn more about our faith” 
Rev Dr Roberta Topham 

So, I wonder what you might have thought about when I asked earlier had you learnt to do something in this last 
year? I am sure we will all have learnt a lot.   What we might think about first when asked that question is what we 
have enjoyed learning most.  
 



Some people have made a great thing of learning new skills during the pandemic. It’s been suggested that learning 
new things helps to keep our minds working and it can enable us to cope with the restrictions we are living under. 
It isn’t always easy though to learn new things and sometimes it is challenging enough to keep going with the old 
skills.  
 
Just recently I have learnt to make soda bread. This is very easy and tastes great. You don’t have to do any 
kneading or leaving the dough to prove so it is super quick as well. I was so impressed with it that I have told lots 
of people about it, who in turn have asked for the recipe. When we learn something new and it’s good we may 
well want to pass it on. It can indeed feel really positive and energizing when we develop a new skill.  
 
In our Bible passage from St. Mark’s gospel we hear about four men who are called by Jesus to go and learn 
something new. They are called away from catching fish, something they had learnt very well already. They are 
called on to learn how to fish for people instead. I guess that was a little bit daunting. It was a big change from 
lake fishing! They might not even have understood what it meant. And, of course, even as they learnt what it meant 
and did it they didn’t always get it right. Peter in particular was prone to making mistakes. But those early disciples 
were enlivened by the process and they learnt as they went along. 
 
Jesus was a great teacher. He taught people by the way he lived. He also, as our passage says at the end, went 
into the synagogue, (his place of worship) and taught people there. 
 
Like those first followers of Jesus we continue to be taught by him. There is always more to learn as a Christian. 
That is exciting, energising and also perhaps a little bit daunting. But there are messages for us in this passage 
today that can reassure us when we feel a little daunted by the prospect of learning more about our faith.  
 
The first message is about how we human beings learn best when we feel safe. It is very hard to concentrate and 
learn something new if we feel uncomfortable or anxious. At secondary school I had a very demanding maths 
teacher. After he had marked our workbooks he used to fire them back at us as if they were bullets! He always 
had a sarcastic remark to make and so most of us dreaded going into his lessons. I cannot remember a thing of 
benefit that he taught me. This was not a good environment in which to learn. 
 
Jesus by contrast was able to draw people to him including those who were most vulnerable, the sick, and 
bereaved and children. He could help people to know they were safe. I think the language in our Bible passage 
today has something to teach us about that and about the nature of God. I think it is significant that the first 
disciples are fishermen who work with a net.  Let me tell you more of what I mean. 
 
The idea of God catching people like fish was presented in the Old Testament on a few occasions but usually with 
a hook. And usually when this metaphor was used before the coming of Jesus it entailed the catching of people 
to punish them.  This is how the term is used in the book of Jeremiah where God is spoken of punishing people 
for their sin. Also, in the book of Amos where the prophet is criticising the people who do terrible things, like 
oppress the poor, and who crush the needy, Amos writes, of how the time is coming when those oppressors would 
be taken away with hooks, “even the last of you with fishhooks" he says. 
 
By contrast to this rather harsh imagery of being caught like a fish on a hook the imagery in the gospels is more 
that of nets.  Peter and Andrew fished with nets as did James and John who were mending them when Jesus 
called them.  This image of catching people with a net seems generally most appropriate because in Matthew’s 
gospel Jesus compared the Kingdom of heaven to a net. Jesus said, "Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a net 
that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind” (Matthew 13: 47). 
 
Now I like the idea of the first disciples being invited to catch people in a great inclusive net much better than the 
idea of them individually spiking people on a hook. And a net is used not just for fishing but can be a hammock for 
resting securely, or a safety net to save someone who might fall from a great height. 
 
So, while any metaphor has its limitations, this passage is maybe saying to those who had learnt their scriptures, 
God is going to catch you and make you part of his kingdom. He will save you. But you are not going to be hooked, 
with Jesus you will be saved and you will be held securely. That is the nature of the God that Jesus reveals. We 
are not hooked but held in a net of love. And in that net of love we will have the security to be able to learn and 
grow as the disciples did.  
 
The second message from our passage about how we might learn best is that learning with Jesus is a group 
activity. Yes, Jesus calls the disciples as individual people, but they are called to be a part of a group. Jesus is 
their teacher, their rabbi, and they learn together from him. There are some wonderful conversations recorded in 
the gospels of the disciples asking Jesus questions or him asking them. In Jesus’ classroom they feel safe enough 
to ask their questions and together they learn about the faith Jesus is teaching them. 



 
It is possible to learn on our own. It is possible to learn from books. Its also possible to learn from the TV and radio 
and through online courses. When it comes to learning about our faith though the best way to learn and grow has 
always been from people and in a group. 
 
This was of course a key part of what John and Charles Wesley learnt as they strove to develop their faith in the 
1700s. They studied the Bible within a group called “the Holy Club” and applied it to their lives in a very methodical 
way (Hence why they and we are called Methodists!)  Then as they preached the message of salvation to people 
inside and outside of church buildings, they encouraged people to form small groups. These were called classes 
or bands. It was in these groups that many people were able to learn from the Bible together and share their 
mistakes and learn from those as well.   
 
Like those first disciples by the sea of Galilee Jesus still invites us to follow him and learn more. His love for us 
gives us the security to move out and to grow in our faith. There is always more to learn which makes it an 
adventure that is life-giving. So even in these most challenging and restricting of times this aspect of our faith 
means that we have plenty to do. And as followers of Jesus, we have friends to be learning about faith with, which 
is another great comfort in these days.  
 
As we think about this and our passage today, we might like to ask ourselves what helps us to learn best and also 
how can we help others to learn? How can we help one another to feel safe enough to ask questions and learn by 
our mistakes? 
 
God is a great teacher. All we are asked to do is to open our hearts and our minds to learn more. And they do say 
that the best way to truly learn something is to teach it! So perhaps another question for us is to ask how we can 
be teachers wherever we are and so carry on God’s business. 
 
Prayers by Rev Michaela Youngson from “Proclaiming the Way” Methodist Way of Life preaching resource. 

 

 

 


