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   Welcome & Call to Worship 
Hi there and welcome to our service for the Festival of Pentecost. Today we shall be recalling and celebrating 
God’s great gift of the Spirit to the Church – a gift which above all equips us to share the good news of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in our own language and our own place.  
 
To help us do that we shall be making use of some of the resources provided for Churches by “Thy Kingdom 
Come”, the Global, ecumenical prayer project launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, of which the Methodist 
Church is a partner. Our sermon later on will be brought to us by Stephen Cottrell, the Archbishop of York. But we 
begin our service together with a call to worship. For this I am using a poem by Gerard Kelly, titled, “Elemental.” 
 
You catch us when our heart is fading. 
You warm us when our love is cooling, 
You ignite us, enlighten us, consume us, refine us. 
You are fire and we welcome your flame. 
 
You fill the space we make for you. 
You shape the lives immersed in you. 
You cleanse us, refresh us, flow through us, renew 
us. 
You are water and we submit to your tide. 
 
You feed the seeds we plant in you. 
You strengthen roots laid deep in you. 
You hold us, sustain us, nourish us, bring life to us. 

You are earth and in you we ground our being. 
 
You fill the lungs of those who draw on you. 
You fill the sails of those who wait for you. 
You carry us, move us, lift us, caress us. 
You are air and to breathe of you is life. 
 
Burn us, fire of heaven; 
Wash us, holy water; 
Grow us, ground of our being; 
Inspire us, breath of God. 
Remake us, great Creator, 
In your elemental image.i

Songs 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 
 Be the fire in my heart, 
 Be the wind in these sails; 
 Be the reason that I live, 
 Jesus, Jesus. 
 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my hope, be my song, Jesus. 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my hope, be my song, Jesus. 

Be the fire in my heart… 
  
Jesus, be my vision, 
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus. 
Jesus, be my vision, 
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus. 

Be the fire in my heart…  
 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 
Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, Jesus.ii 

 
 
Lord, I come to you, 
Let my heart be changed, renewed, 
Flowing from the grace 
That I found in you. 
And Lord, I’ve come to know 
The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away 
By the power of your love. 
 Hold me close, 
 Let your love surround me; 
 Bring me near, draw me to your side. 
 And as I wait, 
  
 

 
 

I’ll rise up like the eagle, 
 And I will soar with you, 
 Your Spirit leads me on 

In the power of your love. 
 
Lord, unveil my eyes, 
Let me see you face to face, 
The knowledge of your love 
As you live in me. 
Lord, renew my mind, 
As your will unfolds in my life 
In living every day 
By the power of your love. 
Hold me close…iii

 
Introduction to the Theme 

                         The Methodist Church 



We all love adventure stories don’t we. They take us on a great quest as good battles evil. C.S. Lewis wrote “The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,” one of the greatest adventure stories ever written. In his story we meet Peter, 
Susan, Edmund and Lucy and discover: the battle they fought with the White Witch; the talking animals Mr and 
Mrs Beaver and Mr Tumnus, who they were friends with; and how they met Aslan, the great lion and king of Narnia.  
 
But do you know why C.S. Lewis wrote “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe?” When he was a little boy he had 
an amazing imagination. He loved nothing better than reading stories and writing his own adventures. Lewis was 
a Christian and he wanted to use his stories to tell others all about the Christian faith. He hade it his life’s mission 
to adore and praise God with his writing. So, “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” is more than just a great 
adventure story. It tells us a bit about God and praises him for his rescue plan for our world, which then helps us 
to praise God. 
 
If you know the story you’ll remember how Edmund betrayed his family and Aslan and joined the White Witch 
because he thought she would make him king over Narnia. In the same way we can treat God like that. Instead of 
living with him as the king and praising him we turn our backs on his goodness. But doing things our own way 
often doesn’t work, does it? Edmund ended up in a dungeon with no food and no crown. All of the White Witch’s 
promises turned out to be lies. Yet Aslan, the great lion, the king of Narnia, offered his life in exchange for 
Edmund’s. Edmund didn’t deserve that at all. He didn’t praise Aslan as his king. In fact, he wanted to be king 
instead, but Aslan gave his life so that Edmund could go free. 
 
In the same way, Jesus gave up his life on the cross so that we could be saved – what amazing love for us! But 
there’s more to the adventure. “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” doesn’t end with Aslan’s death. Just like 
Jesus, Aslan rose from the dead and lives for ever as King. 
 
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” makes a fantastic adventure story but it comes from the bigger and true 
story of God’s plan to save us. C.S. Lewis used his imagination, his writing, his stories, to point to God’s better 
story and to praise him as the king who rescues us, because Jesus is the king who deserves all our praise and 
who reigns for ever, and because God’s rescue plan is the greatest story, the greatest adventure ever. C. S. Lewis 
used his imagination and his stories to tell over people about the love of God. I wonder, in what ways might you 
be able to share God’s love with other people?iv 

 
Song 

Amazing grace – how sweet the sound –  
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
God’s grace has taught my heart to fear, 
His grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come; 
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining like the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun.v 

Prayers 
Faithful God, you instigated your great rescue plan for humanity, you shared your amazing grace that breaks the 
chains of all that binds us, you fulfilled the promise of Easter and the hope of new life, by sending your Holy Spirit 
to live within each one of us, and so opening the way of eternal life to all the human race. So, come, Holy Spirit, 
fill our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love, for God and for the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 Gracious and holy God, we recognise that we have often turned our backs on you and upon the needs of our 
neighbours. Your Spirit gives light, but we have preferred darkness; your Spirit gives wisdom, but we have been 
foolish; your Spirit gives power, but we have trusted in our own strength. For the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, 
forgive our sins and enable us by your Spirit to serve you in joyful obedience. Keep us, who offer our worship 
today, in the unity of your Holy Spirit, that our tongues may tell of your glory; and our lives reflect your love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Bible tells us that there is now no condemnation for all who live in union with Christ Jesus; for the Spirit of life 
has set us free from the chains of sin and death. Amen. Thanks be to God.vi 
 

Reading 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came 
a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 



of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 
is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even 
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ (Acts 2: 1 – 21) 
 

Reflection 
Most Rev Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York 

“Telling the Gospel in our own language and place” 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
We pray in anticipation and asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Now that’s so central to our faith. It’s the Holy 
Spirit that gives life to the Church, that gave that first impetus to the gathering of the first disciples and Mary, to go 
out and begin the proclamation of the Gospel, the good news that only Jesus Christ brings into this world. And so 
we pray for a strengthening in that Spirit in our effort to announce the Gospel in word and in deed: 
 

Spirit of the living God, 
 Fall afresh on me. 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 Fall afresh on me. 

 Break me, melt me, 
 Mould me, fill me. 
 Spirit of the living God, 
 Fall afresh on me.

 
 
Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you 
better. Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask that you make us wise to understand your will. Lord, 
come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 Spirit of the living God… 
 
Thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to keep us confident of your love, wherever you call us. 
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where there is 
division, sickness and sorrow. Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 Spirit of the living God… 
 
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to equip us for the work you have given us. Lord, come 
to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. Lord, come to 
bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 Spirit of the living God… 
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit given by the risen Lord. We ask you to keep the whole church, 
living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the River Jordan and upon the disciples in the 
upper room. In your mercy fill us with your Spirit. Hear our prayer and make us one in heart and mind to serve you 
with joy for ever. Amen. 
 Spirit of the living God…vii 
 
A prayer for India from All We Can: 
Lord, we cry out for the nation of India. We have seen the fires burning and understand how heavy a loss this is. 
We grieve with those grieving. We pray for the families and friends of those who have died and have been unable 
to be with them; unable to hold ceremonies to mark their deaths. Comfort them in their grief. 
 
Lord, as the suffering continues and numbers rise, we pray for a dramatic change in this situation. Give wisdom 
to the leaders and decision-makers, guide them to the path of restoration and healing in the midst of this pandemic. 
Lead them on the right path. 
 
Lord, strengthen and protect India’s frontline workers as they face the colossal task of caring for so many with 
depleted resources. As hospitals are overwhelmed and oxygen runs short, we cry out for healing and sustenance. 
 
We pray for All We Can’s local partner in Odisha as they continue to support their local communities, particularly 
as they navigate restrictions and lack of resources. Lord, help them and hold them close to you. 
 
Lord, we cry out for the nation of India. In Jesus’ name, Amen.viii 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Song 
We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere; 
We long for heaven’s demonstration here. 
Jesus, your light shine bright for all to see, 
Transform, revive and heal society. 
 
Before all things, in him all things were made; 
Inspiring culture, media and trade; 
May all our work serve your economy, 
Transform, revive and heal society. 
 
Peace, truth and justice, reigning everywhere; 
With us be present in our public square. 

Fill all who lead with your integrity. 
Transform, revive and heal society. 
 
Forgive us Lord when we have not engaged; 
Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page. 
Make us again what we were made to be; 
Transform, revive and heal society. 
 
Faithful to govern, ever may we be; 
Selfless in service, loving constantly. 
In everything may your authority 
Transform, revive and heal society.ix 

 
Notice 

Before we finish our service with a blessing and a final song, a word about next Sunday. Instead of our usual 
recorded service, we shall be joining with our friends at Cliff College in Derbyshire to share in their Festival@Home. 
There will be two opportunities to join in. On Sunday morning, the Principal Rev Ashley Cooper will be leading us 
in Bible Study on the theme “Around the Campfire” looking at the story of the Exodus and then in the evening there 
will be a service to join in where the reflection will be given by a speaker from Tearfund. Both events will be 
streamed live on our Youtube channel and Facebook page and should also be available to watch later if you 
cannot make it at the time. 

Blessing 
God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may 
the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you. And now may the Spirit of truth lead us into all truth, give 
us grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the word and works of God; and the blessing of 
God, Spirit, Son and Father, remain with us always. Amen.x 

Closing Song 
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning. 
It’s time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
 Bless the Lord, oh my soul, oh, my soul, 
 Worship his holy name. 
 Sing like never before, oh my soul, 

 I’ll worship your holy name. 
 
You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger. 
You’re name is great and you’re heart is kind. 
For all you’re goodness I will keep on singing, 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 Bless the Lord, oh my soul, oh, my soul… 



 
And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near and my time has come, 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then for ever more. 
 
Oh Jesus, on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near and my time has come, 

Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then for ever more. 
 Bless the Lord, oh my soul, oh my soul… 
 Bless the Lord, oh my soul, oh my soul… 
 I’ll worship your holy name, 
 I’ll worship your holy name, 

 Yes, I’ll worship your holy name.xi 

Reflection 
Most Rev Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York 

“Telling the Gospel in our own language and place” 
 

Pentecost isn’t quite what we’d expect. The power and presence of Jesus is now available to everyone, 
everywhere. But let’s be honest, if you were planning a worldwide mission and had this sought of power at your 
disposal, surely getting everyone to speak the same language would have been the best way forward, a much 
better tactic. It’s almost certainly what we’d have done if we’d have been left in charge. But the Holy Spirit does 
the opposite. Not us speaking one language but the Church of Jesus Christ speaking every language! God doesn’t 
reverse the astonishing variety of human language and culture, God blesses it. 
 
We shouldn’t really be surprised. You only need to glance out of the window to see that God delights in variety. 
We human beings, each and every one of us, are made in God’s image with all of our differences. What Jesus 
has done, in his dying and rising, is to make that, each and every one of us, into a new community – the Church, 
which is like a body, made up of lots of different but equally important members. And it is the birthday of that 
Church that we celebrate today with all our differences. By enabling us to speak about the Christian story in every 
language and every culture, the Holy Spirit affirms that not only is all this variety from God but helps us understand 
and appreciate and serve the world in all its variety and difference. The Church should reflect this diversity and 
help every person hear the Gospel in their own language and in their own place. No one should be excluded. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come invites us to invite others to find their place and to find their joy within God’s church; invites 
us to go on translating the Christian message into the languages and cultures of the world and therefore reach 
out, and go on reaching out to and serving those who don’t yet know Jesus Christ. 
 
We have something that every human heart needs – the goodness, the forgiveness that Jesus brings and the gift 
of the Spirit that binds us together. But those who are not yet members of the church, they have something we 
need – because the Church is a body where every part is valued and necessary, when some people are cut off or 
excluded, or where some don’t even have the opportunity to hear the invitation of the Gospel, or are driven away 
by our failings, the whole body suffers. But when other people are invited in, when we acknowledge that we have 
got things wrong, when we open ourselves to the goodness and mercy of God, the Church is expanded, not just 
in size but in beauty and variety and we even learn more about the beauty of God. For the God we worship is the 
one God who is known in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit – unity and diversity together.  
 
We’re told in the Scriptures that the coming of the Holy Spirit was like a rushing wind. Now you can’t actually see 
the wind but you can certainly see its effects – so with the Holy Spirit. We can’t see it but when we learn to love 
each other and when we love God and appreciate our differences, and when we live together in love, then God’s 
Holy Spirit is at work. 

O come, Holy Spirit. Amen.xii 
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