
 Otley, Menston, & Burley in Wharfedale             March 21st 2021 

 

   Welcome & Lent Liturgy 
Welcome to worship today. I’m delighted that Deacon Liz Day will be sharing with us this morning on the theme 
from the Methodist Way of Life, “We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus. 
 
As we begin to worship God together we do so by sharing in the 5th week of our Lent liturgy. This week we have 
placed a crown of thorns upon the cross – a symbol to remind us of both the majesty and humility of God. The 
King of kings humbling himself and becoming obedient, even to death on a cross, so that we might know the extent 
of God’s love for us. And yet time and again, we turn from God’s love and walk our own way. So in a moment of 
humility and confession we share together in prayer. Please join in the words as they appear on the screen. 
 
We are closer to the events in Jerusalem every day.  
 
We are pilgrims on a journey. We are travellers on the road.  
 
When your people were slaves, you led the faithful through the waters and set them free. But we struggle with the 
freedom you give us. Always you reach out to us. Yet so often we have ignored your open arms and fled from your 
grace and freedom—and our responsibility.  
 
We are pilgrims on a journey. We are travellers on the road.  
 
Let us pray: Loving God, you have loved us beyond all measure, but we continue to look for life outside of your 
embrace. On this journey, remind us that true freedom comes in obedience to you and following where you lead. 
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
 
 
We sing together, “Sent by the Lord am I.” 

 

Song 
Sent by the Lord am I; 
My hands are ready now 
To make the earth the place 
In which the kingdom comes. 
Sent by the Lord am I; 
My hands are ready now 
To make the earth the place 
In which the kingdom comes. 
  

The angels cannot change 
 A world of hurt and pain 

Into a world of love, 
Of justice and of peace. 
The task is mine to do, 
To set it really free. 
Oh, help me to obey; 
Help me to do your will.i 

Prayer 
O God of Light, you call us into the brightness of your presence. Your warmth surrounds us like the warmth of the 
sun, and like sunshine your peace fills our hearts with joy. You are the light of the world. We praise you. 
 
O God of Light, you call us to live in your light and to follow you day by day, holding each thought and word to the 
light of your truth, so that we may be truth; holding each word and deed to the light of your love, so that we may 
be love. you are the light of thew world. We praise you. 
 
O God of Light, we live in awe of your purity, for we know that we are not always generous, loving and kind. We 
fail to do what is good, we are reluctant to do what is right. We grumble about the demands made on us by others, 
and we question your ways. 
 
Forgive us, O God, our luke-warm worship and half-hearted service. Fire us with your zeal, your compassion, your 
mercy, that we might be your light in the world. Amenii                                                                                                                

 
All-age talk

  

Song 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 

                         The Methodist Church 



Opened my eyes, Let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you 
Hope of a life spent with you 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
King of all days 
So highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 

Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 

 

Reading 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good 
for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly 
I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until 
all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to 
do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5: 13 – 20) 
 
 

Reflection 
Deacon Liz Day: “We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 
You are here moving in our midst 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here working in this place 
I worship You I worship You 
 

You are Way Maker, Miracle Worker, 
Promise Keeper 
Light in the darkness, my God that is who 
You are 
You are Way Maker, Miracle Worker, 
Promise Keeper 
Light in the darkness, my God that is who 
You are 

 
You are here touching ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here healing ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You 

 
You are here turning lives around 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here mending ev'ry heart 
I worship You I worship You  
 
 You are Way Maker… x2 
That is who You are 
That is who You are 
That is who You are 
That is who You are 
 

You are here… 
 
You are here moving in our midst 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here working in this place 
I worship You I worship You 

 

 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


 

Prayers of Intercession 
God of comfort and challenge: 
 
Inspire us to shine our light not into people’s eyes to blind them, nor to illuminate their bad deeds but to reveal the 
reflection of Christ and make clear their path ahead. 
 
Embolden us to sprinkle your salt not to mask the taste of the world, nor to neutralise or destroy but to subtly 
enhance the flavour and highlight the hidden good.  
 
Take us to the top of the hill not to remove ourselves from the world, nor to gloat over the misery below but to be 
a tentative beacon of hope and an indirect vision of you. 
 
Lead us into mission not to force your will, nor to preach damnation but to humbly listen and tell our stories of you.  
 
Energise us to seek justice not with violence and rage, nor as acts of revenge but with quiet determination and 
God’s love in our hearts. 
 
Infuse us with your law not as a list of commands, nor merely as our bounden duty but to take into our hearts 
and use our minds to apply in love. Amen 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
As Our Saviour taught his disciples, we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
Hymn 

Sweet is the work, my God, my King, 
to praise your Name, give thanks and sing, 
to show your love by morning light                                                                                                             
and talk of all your truth at night. 
 

Sweet is the day of sacred rest, 
no mortal cares disturb my breast. 
O may my heart in tune be found, 
like David's harp of solemn sound! 

My heart shall triumph in my Lord 
and bless his works and bless his Word. 
your works of grace, how bright they shine! 
how deep your counsels, how divine! 
 
Then shall I bear in glorious part,                                                                                                           
when grace has well refined my heart,                                                                                                             

and fresh supplies of joy are shed,                                                                                                                   
like holy oil to cheer my head.  
 
Then shall I see, and hear, and know 
all I desired and wished below; 
and every power find sweet employ 
in that eternal world of joy. 

  
Closing Prayer & The Grace 

Let us turn to God’s world and shine as those who live in the sunshine of God’s love, radiating goodness and 
persistent grace.iii And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 
 
 

Reflection: “We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus.” 
Deacon Liz Day 
The Revd Dr Calvin T Samuel is a minister in the Southend and Leigh Circuit. I am using some of his worship 
material today which addresses our theme today “ We will live in a way which draws others to Jesus. 
 
Methodists have long been persuaded that good works are a necessary outworking of Christian faith, Rev Calvin 
states, and that we esteem good works. He sets out three of the reasons why: first, any truly good works are 
necessarily works of grace. So, any good works we might perform are themselves an outworking of the grace of 
God. He goes on to say that the way these works will appear ‘true’ are through our inner light and he refers to our 
reading today from Matthew’s gospel. Our works must be the result of our understanding of God’s grace in our 
lives and our response to it. 
 



Second, good works are a restraint against lawlessness. He quotes John Fletcher (a contemporary of John 
Wesley) who pointed out that as people of Christ we are not free to live in any way that we like. We are called to 
live as people of light, reflecting something of the light of Christ wherever we are. So, you are to “let your light 
shine before others.” (Matthew 5:16 NRSV). Rev Calvin draws our attention to the word ‘let’ in this verse. It means 
more than ‘allow’, it’s closer in meaning to ‘ensure’. We are all to ensure that our lights are clearly visible and not 
hidden away. 
 
And thirdly and importantly to Methodist people, good works have a missional outcome. We should seek to live in 
ways which will draw people to Jesus. Rev Calvin writes ‘Methodists have long been committed to social justice. 
We pursue justice because it is one way of responding to God’s grace and to living in obedience to Christ’s 
command to love our neighbours as ourselves. But we have also always been aware that our witness for Christ 
and our hope of sharing our faith are strengthened when preceded by good works.’ 
 
Some of us have been following the Lent series this year about ‘Living the story’ and evangelism. We have been 
challenged about our words and actions which make up our ‘stories’, or testimonies and how to best communicate 
them with those around us in order to draw them gently towards Christ. The group I’m in have just covered the 
theme of ‘Communicating like Jesus did’. There are lots of ways we can communicate with our neighbours about 
the person of Jesus and some of them involve words! Combined with our actions, in trying to live and love as 
Jesus did, we can inevitably draw people to him if we get it right! 
 
The passage from Matthew read in its entirety is about the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. Jesus teaches 
about the new kingdom which he brings into being through himself. He emphasised the need to observe the law, 
but not as someone might simply obey a command. The people were to live the law with their hearts and minds, 
not simply perform duties. 
  
Jesus himself was the salt of the earth, the light of the world: set on a hilltop on a cross and in doing so, became 
a beacon of hope and new life for everybody. His self-giving love is the deepest fulfilment of the law and the 
prophets. As Tom Wright comments, “That’s why these sayings, originally applied to Israel, now apply to all those 
who follow Jesus and draw on his life as the source of their own”. 
 
If we live with this commitment and not simply follow out of duty, but with the real experience of Jesus in our lives, 
won’t we then mirror who he is to the world? And if we manage to enable those around us to glimpse the person 
he was and is – surely we will be living lives which draw people to Jesus? As Graham Kendrick writes “As we gaze 
on your kingly brightness so our faces display your likeness, ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may 
our lives tell your story – shine on me!” 
 
Let our lights shine from within and draw people to the Light of the World!  Amen 

 

 
i Liturgy adapted from Presbyterian World Service & Development Lent Liturgies 2021 written by Rev Mary Whitson. 

Song: Words by Jose Aguiar, Singing the Faith 239, TMCP, 2011 
ii Michael J Townsend, 1996. 
iii Michael J Townsend, 1996. 


