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   Advent Liturgy 
Joy to the world!  
The Lord has come!  
 
The central candle is lit and this response is used:  
 
Jesus is the light of the world.  
A light no darkness can ever put out.  
  
StF 165 Advent Candles (v’s 1 & 5):  
Advent candles tell their story  
as we watch and pray,  
longing for the Day of Glory,  
’Come, Lord, soon,’ we say.  
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness,  
changed for gladness on that Day.  

Advent candles tell their story  
on this Christmas Day.  
Those who waited for God’s glory:  
they prepared the way.  
Christ is with us:  
loving, giving,  
in us living, here today! 

 
 
Jesus you came to be light into our darkness, peace into our conflicts, joy into our hearts and love into our fears.  
Thank you for all you do for us. Amen.i 

 

Welcome 
Merry Christmas everyone and welcome to our special Christmas Day Service. If we were meeting together 
physically in Church this morning we would share in a very informal, interactive service, offering one another the 
love and joy that comes through knowing the birth of our Saviour Jesus in our hearts and lives and offering our 
worship to God because of the glory of God we have seen through the grace and truth that Jesus has brought into 
our world. We would chat about presents given and received, and we would make use of our multi-media platforms 
to help us celebrate and worship. 
 This year, the way of doing things is necessarily a little different, but the message of the incarnation of God 
in human form, and the love, joy, peace, and hope that flow from it, are just the same. So, though we are in our own 
homes, yet we worship the living God together and I invite you now to “come and join the celebration, for it’s a very 
special day… there’s a new King born today!” 

 
Song 

Come and join the celebration, 
 It’s a very special day; 
 Come and share our jubilation, 
 There’s a new King born today! 
 
See the shepherds  
Hurry down to Bethlehem, 
Gaze in wonder  
At the Son of God who lay before them: 
 

Wise men journey, 
Led to worship by a star, 
Kneel in homage, 
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so, 
 
‘God is with us,’  
Round the world the message bring, 
He is with us, 
‘Welcome,’ all the bells on earth are pealing:ii 
 

 

Prayers 
You my God are eternal and all powerful, your mercy reaches the heavens, and your faithfulness knows no end.  
The greatness of your love is shown to us this day, may we worship and adore you with wonder, joy and 
thanksgiving.   

Let us give glory, as Christ is born today. Today we enter the stable at Bethlehem and kneel before the 
manger to worship you, Lord Christ, to praise you, to give you all glory and honour.  And we give you are hearts 
afresh as our gift to you. 

To you our God, all angels and archangels sing in endless praise and adoration, with our family and friends 
and all the world we raise our praises too. 
Creator of the universe watch over us and keep us in the light of your presence. 
May the love and peace of Christmas fill our hearts through Jesus Christ, God's gift to each one of us today. Amen 
(written by Vanessa Thorpe)  

 

                         The Methodist Church 



Reading 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. (John 1: 1 – 14)         
 

Reflection 
Rev Tim Perkins: “The Light of Life!” 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 
You are here, moving in our midst 
I worship You I worship You 
You are here, working in this place  
I worship You I worship You  
 
You are here, moving in our midst 
I worship You I worship You  
You are here, working in this place  
I worship You I worship You  
 
You are Way maker,  
miracle worker,  
promise keeper  
Light in the darkness  
My God, that is who You are. 
  
You are Way maker,  

miracle worker,  
promise keeper  
Light in the darkness  
My God, that is who You are  
 
You are here, touching every heart  
I worship You I worship You  
You are here, healing every heart  
Oh, I worship You Jesus, I worship You  
 
You're turning lives around  
You are here, oh, turning lives around  
I worship You I worship You  
You mended every heart  
You are here, and You are mending every heart  
I worship…iii

 

 
Prayers 

Eternal God, Lord of our lives, we thank you for your coming in Christ. In him new hope was seen by those the 
world despised. In him new life was found by those the world dismissed. In him new joy was known by those the 
world disowned. 
 And still you come in Christ, still hope, life and joy intrude gloriously into our world. Still you turn us upside-
down; lifting the humble and humbling the proud. Still you raise the hearts of the downcast, still you kiss the wounds 
of the outcast. 
 Today, Lord Jesus, bring your hope, life and joy into the lives of all who need it. May your first cry of new 
life announce for those in despair, the potential of a future transformed by your love being born anew in their 
hearts. Shine the light of your life and love into the dark places of our hearts and our world once more this day. 
 Eternal God, Lord of our lives, hear our prayer. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As Our Saviour taught his disciples, we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Song 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are net in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to all the earth! 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel!iv 

Blessing 
May the One, who by His incarnation gathered together things earthly and heavenly, fill your lives with His light 
and joy and peace; and the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, keep you during these dark 
days and remain with you always. Thanks be to God. Amen.v 
 

 
Reflection: “The Light of Life! 
Rev Tim Perkins 

I don’t need to tell you that this year has been a difficult and unprecedented one. We will all be changed in some 
way through what we have experienced and will continue to experience. We need to acknowledge the hard times, 
we need to grieve for our losses, we need to reflect on what we might have learned through it all. But today, of all 
days, is a day for hope. It is a day to recognise that the Light of God still shines and always will do, in the darkness 
of our world. It is a day when I want to ask you the question: “Where have you encountered light in the darkness 
of this year?”  

One of my favourite spiritual practises is, as the old song says, to “count your blessings, to name them 
one by one.”  

Every month or so I sit down and reflect upon the work of God in my life and in this world by listing all the 
things I am thankful for. They range from the trivial and frivolous, like Leicester City winning at Tottenham, or the 
smell and taste of the first freshly ground coffee of the day, to the more profound experiences where God has 
spoken to me and lifted me up from a time of great difficulty, through the words of a friend, something I have read 
in a book, or a helpful post on Facebook. No matter how dark or difficult our days, I believe that with the love and 
care of others, it is possible to count our blessings and in so doing, to see afresh God at work in our lives. 
 Light in the darkness can come to us in all sorts of situations, through all sorts of means. Back at the end 
of March, I posted the following brief reflection on my Facebook page at the end of the first week of our first national 
lockdown: 

“Things I have learned this week: Life can change in an instant; Teachers are superheroes; Management 
is not as easy as you might think; Church can exist without walls; I love spring but hate pollen; Many people are 
kinder than you imagine; Zoom is relatively straightforward even for a technophobe; I wish I knew how to use a 
video camera; Concentration is not always possible no matter how much effort you use; Families can survive if 
they are kind to each other; Connection and connexion are really important; The Psalms have got it covered; You 
don’t have to shop every day; There is good to be found if your eyes are trained to see it; Darkness can be a good 
teacher if you know it will not always be that way; “Sherlock” really is great; Stillness doesn’t come easily even in 
a time of isolation; Training is more effective than trying; It’s good to talk; I have some great colleagues; I am 
addicted to Chinese food; The seasons keep on turning; God is still good!” 

As I look back over the last nine months, I can say that I have learned how to use a video camera and I 
am still addicted to Chinese food! But I am struck afresh by two particular aspects of that reflection: “There is good 
to be found if your eyes are trained to see it” and “darkness can be a good teacher if you know it will not always 
be that way.” 

We might reflect on the countless acts of self-sacrifice for the good of others by so many key workers, or 
the amazing acts of charity we have seen, perhaps most notably through the story of Captain Sir Tom Moore. 
When we stop to think about it the “good news” stories of the last nine months have been more prolific than ever. 

The one thing that perhaps has stood out for me – because it has resonated deeply with who I am, what I 
enjoy, and how I have sought to fulfil my calling throughout this year, is some lyrics from a song by John Bon Jovi 
called “When you can’t do what you do, do what you can.” I shared them a few months ago in a pastoral letter but 
they are worth repeating: 



“Although I’ll keep my social distance, what this world needs is a hug. Until we’ve found a vaccination, 
there’s no substitute for love. So love yourself and love your family, love your neighbour and your friend. Ain’t it 
time we loved a stranger, they’re just a friend you ain’t met yet.”vi 

In the First Letter of John and Chapter 4, we read these words: “Beloved, let us love one another, because 
love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, 
for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 

We have all received one great big divine hug expressing God’s love to us through the birth of Jesus. As 
Christina Rossetti expresses it in one of her Carols, “Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 
love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign…Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be 
mine, love to God and all the world, love for plea and gift and sign.”vii 

So, train your eyes to look for expressions of self-giving love, and there, you will see God at work; there 
you will see goodness expressed. 

But God is not just found in light and goodness. God can be experienced too in the dark times and hard 
places. Surely the nativity story tells us that much. After all, Jesus was born to a couple out of wedlock, a long way 
from home, with only a manger for a bed and then he knew what it was to flee for his life as a refugee and ultimately 
faced the darkness of death for you and me. 

But darkness can be a very lonely and dangerous place to live if you do not have the hope that a glimmer 
of light brings, that things will get better, that hope exists. Your experience of Christmas Day this year might not 
be what you wanted or expected. You may be in a place of darkness because of illness, or loneliness, 
unemployment, debt or bereavement. But you are not without hope, even if you feel you are without hope. God is 
present and active even when we can’t see it, even though we may not feel it. God has been born into the darkness 
of this world so that you may come to see the Light of Life who scatters fear and brings hope and peace. 

Our reading from the first chapter of John’s Gospel reminds us that, “In Him was life, and that life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.” To all who receive the 
Light of Life, he gives the right to become children of God, children loved by God, children with hope and a future. 
If you are in a dark place this Christmas, please know that it is a moment in time. It will pass. And after it will come 
another moment. And another moment. And the moments will gradually get easier to face and live through and in. 
You are not alone in the darkness because God is present with you and darkness is as light to God.  

So turn again to the One who is Light and Life. He is the One who makes a way for us. He is the One who 
works miracles in our lives through every answered prayer. He is the One who keeps his promise to us – “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” He is the Light in our darkness. That is who He is. And it is my prayer and hope 
that He will become all of that for you this Christmas Day. With Him, there is always a hope-filled future. Amen. 
 

 

 

i Advent liturgy written by Mark Eary and based on StF 165, TMCP, 2011. 
ii StF 196, Words and Music by Valerie Collison, Hye-Fye Music Ltd. 
iii Words and Music by Sinach, 2015. 
iv StF 213, Words by Philips Brooks, Music by Ralph Vaughn Williams, The English Hymnal, OUP, 1906. 
v The Methodist Worship Book, TMCP, 1999, P. 140. 
vi John Bon Jovi, Island, 2020, 
vii StF 210, TMCP, 2011. 

 


