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 Advent Liturgy 
Jesus said, ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets: I have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfil them.’  
Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!  
  
The second candle is lit and this response is used:  
 
Jesus is the light of the world.   
A light no darkness can ever put out.  
 
We sing together:  
Prophet voices loudly crying,  
making pathways clear; glimpsing glory,  
self-denying, calling all to hear.  
Through their message - challenged, shaken –  
hearts awaken: God is near!  
 
Jesus, you are peace even when there is hatred. Help us to forgive like you when we are hurt or let down. 
Shine peace into our hearts. Amen. 
 

Introduction 
Hello everyone and welcome to this service for the second Sunday in Advent when we look at the traditional 
readings about John the Baptist and ‘preparing’ the way to meet with God. We’ll be thinking about the voices from 
the wilderness and what they might be saying to us today. But first, we pray together : 

 
Prayer 

In the wilderness, your Word came. The priest’s son, Elizabeth’s child, discovered his part in your intent. Not in the 
Temple, not in his father’s shadow, but in the wilderness your Word was revealed. 
In the wilderness, your Word was declared. By the bank of the Jordan the preacher stood, calling the people back 
and baptising them clean. Challenging, renewing, upending; in the wilderness, the movement gained hold. 
In the wilderness, ancient words were renewed. The Baptist cried, Prepare! Look to God! Draw close! In the 
wilderness, the scene was set. 
In the wilderness, God, prepare your way afresh. Renew your ancient words. Call us back and draw us close. Come, 
Word of God, come. AMEN                                              
David Coaker (URC Prayer Handbook 2017) 

 
Song 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, Let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you 
Hope of a life spent with you 
 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 
Repeat refrain  

Advent Calendars 

Advent is a season which both excites and challenges me at the same time. I often enjoy the run up to Christmas 

with all the carols and the expectation more than I do the actual day when it arrives! 
From a Christian point of view, it’s time of great hope isn’t it? It’s a time of waiting in expectation for God to come 
into those situations in which we long for him to be powerfully present and it’s also a time of preparation for his 
coming. 
But I’m guessing our Advent preparations feel somewhat different this year under COVID restrictions? 
Nevertheless – more than ever, our world needs that hope which Christmas can bring. 

                         The Methodist Church 



I love Advent calendars and was most disappointed when my adopted aunt, who had always bought me one 
decided it might be time to stop. Well, she asked, ‘how old are you now Liz ?’ rather sad in the face I admitted, 
‘35’(!) But I always get sent one from friends or buy one myself, over twenty years on from that event! 
I wonder what’s in yours today, if you have one? 
Anyway – one of the best calendars my auntie bought me was almost bought by mistake, in a way, as it didn’t turn 
out to be what either of us had expected.  
It arrived and I took it out of the envelope, ready to start opening the doors on 1st December. 
It was a lovely picture of a crib scene and I did notice it had unusually large doors. Expecting to find a lovely 
colourful picture, perhaps of a Christmas tree or a present, I opened the first door. No picture – just a quotation 
from the Bible which read ‘prepare the way of the Lord’.  
That taught me a great deal about my expectations of Advent and it helped me truly prepare for Christ’s coming 
as I opened all the doors and behind each one was a quote or message for the day. Let us all remember what 
Advent preparation is all about and not simply focus on the turkey and tinsel! 

Readings 

Isaiah 40 : 1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 
 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 
All people are grass, constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath 
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God 
will stand forever. 
 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald 
of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Mark 1 : 1 – 8  
The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you,    who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Song 

You are here, moving in our midst 
I worship You 
I worship You 
You are here, working in this place 
I worship You 
I worship You 
 
You are here, moving in our midst 
I worship You 
I worship You 
You are here, working in this place 
I worship You 
I worship You 
 

You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 
Light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 
Light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
 
You are here, touching every heart 
I worship You 
I worship You 
You are here, healing every heart 
Oh, I worship You 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1+%3A+1+-+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24214a


Jesus, I worship You 
 
You're turning lives around 
You are here, oh, turning lives around 
I worship You 

I worship You 
You mended every heart 
You are here, and You are mending every heart 
I worship… 

 

Reflection 

Deacon Liz Day 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 

Prayers 
Lord of light 
We prepare for your coming 
But we are tired  
We look for the straight paths 
But the way is shrouded in mist 
We desire fellowship 
But we remain apart 
We search for peace 
But we see anger and frustration all around 
We long for joy 
But we are surrounded by sadness and loss 
We want a new beginning 
But we fear what the future may bring 
We are desperate to move forward 
But we are uncertain of the way 

 

Lord of light 
Pierce through the darkness 
Lift the fog 
Lead us into a new life 
Support us when we fall 
Comfort us when we experience loss 
Be the calm presence amid the conflicts of the 
world 
Make clear the path of justice 
Bring us safely through the wilderness 
Wipe away our tears 
And lead us into the stable to kneel at the 
manger 
To be overwhelmed by your love  
Amen  
(Adrian Millard) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Song 
Into the darkness of this world, 
Into the shadows of the night; 
Into this loveless place you came, 
Lightened our burdens, eased our pain, 
And made these hearts your home. 
Into the darkness once again –  
O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 Come with your love 
 To make us whole, 
 Come with your light to lead us on, 
 Driving the darkness far from our souls: 

 O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
Into the longing of our souls, 
Into these heavy hearts of stone, 
Shine on us now your piercing light, 
Order our lives and souls aright, 
By grace and love unknown, 
Until in you our hearts unite –  

O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 Come with your love 
 To make us whole, 
 Come with your light to lead us on, 
 Driving the darkness far from our souls: 
  O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
O Holy Child, Emmanuel, 
Hope of the ages, God with us, 
Visit again this broken place, 
Till all the earth declares you praise 
And your great mercies own. 
Now let your love be born in us, 
O come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 Come in your glory, 
 Take your place, 
 Jesus, the Name above all names, 
 We long to see you face to face, 
 O come, Lord Jesus, come

     

Blessing 
This Advent, may we love and serve the world. And may our waiting be in hope, each day lived in faith and the 
love of Christmas be moving toward us.Amen   
Dorothy McRae – McMahon 2000 (adapted) 

 
Reflection: Preparing the way  
John the Baptist began to prepare the way for Jesus by preaching in the desert. Often in our lives we find ourselves 
in the desert, far away from God and the comfort he gives. 
 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


So I want to talk about voices from the wilderness today. I have three questions about the voices we find in our 
readings from Isaiah and Mark. What are the voices saying? Are we ready to hear the voices? What should our 
responses be to the voices today?  
 
So we read in Isaiah that a voice cries out ‘In the wilderness prepare a way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God’. But the voice of the prophet is a voice which initially offers great comfort. This comfort is 
the keynote of the prophecy which is a fulfilment of an earlier prophecy in Hosea that God would return to his 
people in mercy and refer to them as ‘my people’ once more. His people who are in exile in Babylon have suffered 
enough, or ‘she has served her term’ as verse 2 says. The path they are to prepare is a route across the desert 
from Babylon to Palestine. He is asking them to open up the pathway which leads to the reuniting of himself with 
his people. He is asking them to prepare a route home.  
 
John the Baptist speaks of the coming of Jesus from the wilderness or desert which provides us with a parallel 
with the Old Testament reading. It is Jesus, coming to be where the people are in darkness which offers a way 
back to God – a triumphant and joyous homecoming. So that’s what the voices say – get ready, because now is 
the time to be reunited with the God who will once again own and love his people.  
 
My second question is - “Are we ready to hear the voices?” In order to answer that question for ourselves today, I 
encourage you today and this Advent, to reflect upon those things which would prevent us from hearing God in 
our own lives and in our world. Those things which would make the path anything but straight to God himself and 
all he wants for us his people.  
 
I attended a mental health chaplains conference several years ago now, where a Buddhist monk came to share 
with us. He told us an old story from Tibet about the best way to catch a monkey. You put some food like a banana 
in a cage. The bars of the cage have to be too small to pull the food through but large enough for the monkey to 
put its hand in between them. The story goes that the monkey becomes trapped because it reaches into the cage 
for the food and won’t let go. It’s refusal to let go of the food which is too big to pull through the bars enables its 
capture. It doesn’t understand that it has to put the banana down in order to be free.  
 
What do we have to put down this Advent in order to be free, in order to really welcome the coming of Jesus into 
our lives this Christmas? What must we let go of to make our paths straight towards him and prepare properly? 
Maybe, because of the restrictions due to COVID, we can become aware of some of the things which ‘get in the 
way’ of us truly focussing on Jesus. What do we have to ‘let go’ of before the truth shines through into the real 
preparation for Christmas? 
 
And we aren’t just talking about certain Advent and Christmas preparations when reflecting on letting go are we? 
In order to be ready for his coming, or us finding our way back to him, are there things in our lives such as family 
rifts, broken friendships, past hurts and grievances which we need to let go of in order to really open that pathway 
between ourselves and God? Are we resisting God’s will for us because we are too comfortable where we are? 
So I ask that question again – “Are we ready to hear the voices from the wilderness and make straight the path 
between ourselves and God?” 
 
And, “What should our response be to the voices today?” We’ve already touched on one answer to this final 
question in the idea of letting go in order to find freedom and a way to God. I just want to conclude by reflecting 
that it was John the Baptist who announced the coming of Jesus but obviously Jesus who did the actual coming. 
 
Maybe one way we respond to the voice from the wilderness is by also being the people who announce his coming. 
At Christmas we celebrate his very first coming to earth – but our message is that he continues to come and be 
with his people. Our message is that he comes and he stays within the hearts of those who invite him in. People 
may watch how we, as Christians, prepare for Christmas, particularly this year. Let’s not let our Lord down by 
missing out the vital parts of that preparation. Let our hearts be open and our ears open to hearing those voices 
from the wilderness. I wouldn’t be sitting here if I didn’t believe that Jesus can transform and heal us all and touch 
us at our point of need. 
 
Let’s welcome him into our world once again without fear, but in joy, with hope and in peace. And may our 
preparations for his coming enable us and those around us to know the freedom he came to bring.  
AMEN 

 
  

 


