
 Otley, Menston, & Burley in Wharfedale             Date  25.10 2020  

Introduction:   Welcome to all joining us for this service of worship. 
 
I have a suggested activity for the children today. Do you like baking? Jesus told a story about someone who 
invited guests to a dinner party, but one by one they all made excuses why they couldn’t come. So he sent his 
servant out into the streets to invite people he didn’t even know, the blind, the poor and the lame. I think, with a 
little bit of help from a parent, you could make gingerbread people to represent the folk who got invited. You could 
ice facial expressions onto them.  I expect they were gasping with astonishment, or smiling a big smile, to be 
invited to come and share a banquet.  Maybe you could even make the table out of gingerbread as well!  You will 
find a recipe on our church Facebook page. Happy baking! 

 
Songs 
  
The trumpets sound, the angels sing                              
The feast is ready to begin                                               
The gates of heaven are open wide                                 
And Jesus welcomes you inside                                      
 
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight                  
Come and revel in heaven's love and light                      
Take your place at the table of the King                         
The feast is ready to begin                                         
The feast is ready to begin  
 
Tables are laden with good things                             
O taste the peace and joy he brings  
He'll fill you up with love divine  
He'll turn your water into wine 
 
Refrain 
  

The hungry heart he satisfies  
Offers the poor his paradise 
Now hear all heaven and earth applaud  
The amazing goodness of the Lord  
 
Refrain 
 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God, Come. 
 
One day every tongue will confess you are God, 
One day every knee shall bow. 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those  
Who gladly choose you now. 
 
Come, now is the time to worship… 

 
 
Prayers      
Prepare our hearts for worship, good Lord, for it is not the words we speak, or the songs we sing that truly give 
you praise; it is worshipping hearts. They are laid bare to you. What do you see there?  
 
You desire truth in the inward being. You know our thoughts and our attitudes, and what motivates our actions.  
You know us through and through. Forgive us when you look within our hearts and find jealousy or greed, anger 
or resentment, meanness or selfishness. 
 
We pray that you would create a clean heart within us, Lord. We pray that by grace our hearts would become full 
of your love, and that your image would be renewed in us.   
 
Lord of creation, of every changing season, you have blessed us here, as we are surrounded by the loveliness of 
the natural world – multi-coloured autumn leaves, big skies, moorland  hills and lush green valleys,  clear rivers 
and streams, brimming with fresh water. At this time especially, these sights lift our spirits. May we lift up our hearts 
to you in thankfulness and praise, and give all the glory to you as we pray in the words Jesus taught us: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Scripture    Luke 14: 12-24 
 
Reflection Vivien Pitts: Feast Your eyes!  
 
The verse from Psalm 23  we are focusing on today is this:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies.  It’s a reminder of God’s amazing generosity and the welcome he offers to all.  

                         The Methodist Church 



 
We would love to have guests over for dinner, wouldn’t we? Family members we haven’t been able to see for 
ages, friends we would love to catch up with. Earlier this year I had been planning a family get together to take 
place over Easter.  My granddaughter had phoned up asking if she could bring her boyfriend. We had practically 
started thinking about the menu. For my family it has to be a roast dinner. Perhaps roast leg of lamb, with plenty 
of roast potatoes and Yorkshire puddings.  Nanna’s apple pie is always popular with the troops. I was almost 
salivating. Then lockdown came! It was not allowed to happen. Aw! Aren’t you looking forward to the day when we 
can resume having people round and having a lovely social time indoors in the warm, with food? Whether it’s a 
roast dinner with all the trimmings, or a cup of tea and a biscuit is all we have to share, it matters not. 
 
There is something so special about sharing a meal round the table. Hospitality and faith go together. We recall 
the story of Abraham welcoming three mysterious strangers who turn up at his camp, how he and Sara laid on a 
meal, sharing the best of everything they had. Before departing, the strangers blessed them with the promise of a 
baby son, which made Sara laugh. Before the year was up, little Isaac made his appearance, Isaac, whose name 
means laughter. Some of my most happy memories are of laughter round the table, with family or friends.  
 
I think it’s great that here at Burley we have found a different way of extending hospitality and sharing food haven’t 
we? The monthly PAFRAS collection , outside church, has been so well supported by people from the village, not 
just our own church community. We have spread a table, so to speak, on the garden walls.  It’s mission that speaks 
of God’s loving generosity and welcome to all.  As God is generous to us, we are inspired to be generous to others.  
 
The metaphor of a feast is extensively used to depict God’s grace and loving care in the Bible. If we wanted a 
banner for the PAFRAS collection it could be these verses from Isaiah chapter 25:  
 O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things…. For you 
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress…  
 
But going further in this chapter we come across something very ambitious-  the concept of bringing all peoples 
together round  a table: 
 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 
peoples 
A feast of rich food, a feast of well- aged wines, 
 

Of rich food filled with marrow, 
Of well- aged wines strained clear.    Isa 25 vs 6  
 

All peoples! It’s an inclusive image, an image of peace, an image of putting away animosity  and enjoying the 
fruitfulness of the earth together, as it was meant to be. We thank God for the hope in this vision, and we must 
work and pray for its fulfilment, as those sent by the Lord with a ministry of reconciliation.   
 
You prepare a table before me…. It puts being invited to Buckingham Palace in the shade! We are so honoured 
to be invited to the table of the King of Kings. What did any of us do to deserve it? How often we have forgotten 
him, taken his gifts for granted, abused the gift of this beautiful planet, yet God’s invitation to his table is like this: 
it honours us, it raises us up. Some of you will know this song recorded by Westlife and Josh Groban among 
others:  
 
When I am down, and, oh, my soul, so weary          

When troubles come, and my heart burdened be 

Then, I am still and wait here in the silence 

Until you come and sit awhile with me 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

You raise me up to walk on stormy seas 

I am strong when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up to more than I can be. 

 
Our verse says you prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. We can take that to mean in the 
face of all adversity, all temptation, every trial, everything that comes against us. In the face of everything that 
makes some people say, there is no God! We assert God’s unfailing goodness, as we receive the grace that is 
unbounded, food for our journey, companionship along the road, encouragement, because Jesus Christ has 
defeated every evil thing that life can throw at us. He has overcome it, nailed it to the cross, and risen victorious. 
The God who raised Jesus Christ from the dead, will he not also raise us up in the face of adversity? 
 
The Bible also uses the image of a great joyous feast to represent the coming messianic age, and the life to come. 
The book of Revelation, that collection of visions and fantastically colourful pictures of heaven, describes the 
celebration of what Jesus has done as being like a wedding feast, the church like his bride.  Ch 19 vs 9: And the 
angel said to me, Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the great marriage supper of the lamb.  It is not 
in this life only, as St Paul reminds us, that we have hope in Christ.  
 



Some years ago, a work commitment took me down to the south west. I had been asked by a minister to go and 
deliver training to those offering to lead the Disciple Bible study programme. For my part there was much 
preparation and a very long journey, but I was met and warmly welcomed, gathered in, as he and his family had 
invited me to stay at their house. I could not possibly forget the dinner they laid on that evening. It was a home 
cooked Indian meal, a feast of delicious and colourful dishes, with all the accompanying chutneys, raita, naan 
bread, decked out on a gorgeous candlelit table festooned with colourful decorations. It was a feast for the eyes 
as well as being the best Indian food I have ever had. Generous hospitality offered in Christian love.  
 
So what is God’s message to you today from his word? Take your eyes off the hardships of the moment, and feast 
your eyes on the banquet of God’s generous love and his grace. Realise the honour he pays to you. Give him your 
thanks and praise, find ways to share his all- encompassing, inclusive, bountiful goodness, and let us celebrate 
together the feast which is prepared for us in this life, and in the life 
 to come.     Amen    
 
Meditation  Guests at a banquet 
 
Here we are, Lord, 
Astonished guests 
At your high table, 
Sought out from grimy haunts, 
Shop doorways, highways, byways, 
Any ways but your ways. 
Personally invited,  
Given the seat of honour, 
Though poor, lame, wretched, blind. 
We marvel at the grace 
That lifted us across your threshold, 
Transporting us into 
A mansion filled with light. 
 
We could not hope to be 
Dressed for the occasion, 
But you 
Have garlanded us with welcome, 
Greeted us like children 
Long gone and now returned; 
Poured out the wine of celebration, 
And hurled our wrongs 
Like filthy rags 
Into the bonfire of your forgiveness. 

We come with empty hands 
Into your presence, 
But with our hearts 
Warmed into thankfulness, 
Because you gave 
Your only Son, 
The Prince of highest heaven, 
Stripped for action, 
To carry us across 
The unfathomable gulf. 
 
It was he who volunteered 
To be made poor 
Just like us, 
Giving his life 
His final breath  
To reclaim us  
As if we 
Were precious treasure. 
 
We marvel at such love, 
Such faith in us, 



And as you feed us now, 
We pray we might become 
Worthy to be called your people, 
Resplendent as the robes 
In which we find ourselves 
So undeservedly bedecked. 
 
Replenished from within 
Now let our salvaged lives be praise, 
Bright mirrors of the Holy One, 
Jesus Christ, 
Our light, our hope, 
Redeemer Saviour, Friend. 
 
Amen     V.Pitts

 
Prayers of  intercession 
Loving, giving God, we pray 
For those who lack food  -  generosity and sharing  
For those who need the warmth of friendship – companionship and caring 
For those who are pushed to the margins, despised or neglected, – inclusion 
For the anxious – calmness in place of confusion 
For the grieving -  comfort and consolation   
For ministers and servants of the gospel – encouragement and inspiration 
For spiritual seekers –   the light of Christ, discovery  
For the sick -  healing, blessing, recovery 
For your church –  to be united though apart 
To share your mission, love and serve you with our whole heart. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 
Hymn  
There is a higher throne 
Than all this world has known, 
Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue 
Will one day come. 
Before the Son we'll stand, 
Made faultless through the Lamb; 
Believing hearts find promised grace— 
Salvation comes. 

Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund'rous anthem rings 
Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies 
Their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, pow'r, 
Strength, thanks, and honour are 

To God our King, who reigns on high 
Forevermore. 

And there we'll find our home, 
Our life before the throne; 
We'll honour Him in perfect song 
Where we belong. 
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye 
As thirst and hunger die. 
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; 
We'll reign with Him.  

Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund'rous anthem rings 
Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies. 
Their praises rise…. 

Blessing    May the presence of God go with you, the word of God dwell richly in your hearts, the light of God 
illuminate your way, and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, remain with you this day, and forever 
more. Amen 
 


