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   Welcome & Call to Worship 
Hello and a warm welcome to our service for Sunday 16th May 2021. Today we are going to be thinking about 
names, specifically the name of God, and how we make His name known to those around us. 
Our call to worship: 
How will we name our God this day? Wonderful Counsellor and Prince of peace, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 
of us all? How will we name our God this day? Loving parent who is like a woman in labour who brings us to birth 
and a man who holds his children in warm embrace. How will we name our God this day? There are no names 
which give us more than glimpses of the mystery and the grace of our God. Let us worship God. 

Song 
The splendour of a King,  
clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, 
Let all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice. 

How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 

 
And age to age He stands, 
And time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the end, 
Beginning and the end. 
The Godhead, Three in One, 
Father, Spirit, Son, 

The Lion and the Lamb, 
The Lion and the Lamb. 

How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 

 
Name above all names, 
Worthy of all praise; 
My heart will sing: 
How great is our God. 
Name above all names, 
Worthy of all praise; 
my heart will sing: 
How great is our God 

How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God.i 

 

 
Prayers 

We long to find you with us, O God, who is beyond any names. We dare to discover you in our midst, for the loving 
sanctuary of your presence. Come, make this time a time of peace, O God, for we pray for faith. Amen 
 
God, who stands before us and asks us to give you a name, we feel in this moment the awesome demands of that 
question to us. What if we give you a name of grandeur and holiness and then go on in our lives as though that 
makes no difference? 
What if we give you a name so small, so captured by us, that we delude ourselves into thinking that we know all 
of you and can define who you love and who you do not love, and when you love or do not love? 
What if we imagine ourselves to be nearly as Godly as you are because we have dared to say your name and 
have stripped you of wonder and mystery? 
Maybe if we remain silent before you, and take off our shoes in awe, you will give us your names and take away 
our guilt and fear. 
God is the beginning and the end. God is also known to us in the costly love of Jesus Christ. Do not be afraid. We 
come near to this our God. Our sin is forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

 
A word for the child in us all 

 
Reading 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but 
on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While 
I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was 
lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  
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But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete 
in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. (John 17: 6 – 19) 
 

Song 
You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus, You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater 
What could separate us now? 

What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 

You silenced the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 
 
You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever, God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 
 

What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesusii

 
Testimony: Pam Stoney 

Hi, My name is Pam, I was brought up in a Christian household, attending church with my family, going to the 
church youth group, Church was a part of our week. 
 
When I was around 11, I decided I wanted to be a doctor and was exploring stories of medical missionaries. My 
faith was growing, it was about service, but I never quite made it overseas. At medical school, Leeds University, I 
went to the Ang Meth society, to Wednesday Communion and later when our course took us across the city and 
county I joined the Christian Medical Fellowship and for a couple of years went to 'cell groups' where I met some 
amazing Christians who inspired me to a life of service and compassion. I learned that when I was troubled, that 
prayer helped me to settle and see more clearly a way forward. A time to reflect.  
 
After I moved into Burley, I attended a Christian Healing day out of curiosity with a fellow parishioner. They were 
talking about Evangelism - I was anxious about that as it is out of my comfort zone. That was a misunderstanding 
on my part. 
Then someone said 'What is the word in Evangelism?' Angel 
‘What do Angels say in the bible when they meet people?’ Fear Not! 
 
What do we do as health care professionals? We help to reduce fear, we care, we explain and by being alongside 
and being compassionate, we can help to reduce that fear and find a way to improve life. To cure sometimes, to 
relieve often and to comfort always. 
 
As a GP for almost 17years and as a Dr at Manorlands Hospice for 11 and a half years, working with an amazing 
group of people - that's what I tried to do. Using empathy and curiosity to connect with people, find out what is 
troubling them and then to work out what it was they needed. If asked how I managed to keep going - I would then 
share a little of my faith - but it was through their curiosity. After a discussion one lovely patient even gave me a 
book called 'Love Poems from God’ with poems from eastern and western faiths.  
 



I would describe my faith as contemplative. I’ve enjoyed being part a group where we read books from Christian 
thinkers, Richard Rohr, Rowan Williams, CS Lewis amongst others. At one church I was a member of the education 
group and we held social events, with a speaker and through them learning about different faiths and cultures. 
That was a great help when I was working. 
 
Now I'm retired, it’s very much time for family and grandchildren but I still enjoy connecting, and helping through 
charities I am involved in, church and the recently started listening ear project in the village. I enjoyed the recent 
lent course – Living His Story discussing it with fellow church members. Good to share in a group and to feel and 
share the love and to learn about alternative ways of evangelism. 
 
I firmly believe in Compassionate Communities which seek to offer love and support to the community so that 
people can then reach their potential.  
 

Reflection 
Deacon Liz Day 

“Making known the Name” 
The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 

Alternatively, the written text is provided below 
 

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 
Loving God, you are the name above all names, the beginning and the end, alpha & omega, time is no barrier to 
you; you were here before and you will be here after. There are no limits to your love and no situation that is 
beyond your concern. 
 
By contrast we are only too aware of our limitations and conscious of our faults and blind spots. So, we come to 
you to ask for your help, to guide and inspire. You are the light of the world, shining in the darkness. Help us to 
reflect your light to draw attention to injustices in the world 
 
God of truth, help us to speak honestly and with authority. To not be afraid of revealing uncomfortable facts in the 
interests of fairness and transparency. 
 
Bread of life, you feed us what we need every day. Prompt us provide to those lacking physical, emotional or 
spiritual nourishment. 
 
God of hope, strengthen our faith that we may believe that however bleak situations seem, you can turn them 
around and reveal a brighter future. In particular today, we think of the situation in India overwhelmed with the 
coronavirus and the increased tensions between Israel and Palestine. 
  
Prince of Peace, where there is conflict bring reconciliation, where there is anger bring understanding, where there 
is dispute bring harmony.  
 
Good Shepherd, you care for each one of us, young and old, rich and poor, black or white, without favour. Help 
us to care in the same way, without prejudice or preference, but with unfettered compassion for the lost and lonely.  
You are the Way and the Life, lead us along your path, speak through the words we say, live through our actions 
and through this point the way to you. 
 
Lamb of God, you stand at the door and knock, may we always be willing to welcome you into our lives and to 
witness to others through our lives, our stories, our love. 
 
Holy servant, you sent Jesus into the world to serve not to take. In our lives may we serve our communities and 
the greater good and not be distracted by the lure of personal possessions and the aphrodisiac of power. May we 
act humbly and live modestly. You are the resurrection and the life. With you there are no lost causes, there is no 
finality to death or end to life. Help us to live our lives in this vein, trusting in you, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
following in the steps of Jesus your only son, the true vine, the cornerstone of the church, the Word made flesh, 
who taught us to call you father and to pray to you in this way: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Song 
Hear the call of the Kingdom, 
Lift your eyes to the King; 

Let His song rise within you 
As a fragrant offering 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Of how God, rich in mercy, 
Came in Christ to redeem 
All who trust in His unfailing grace. 
 
Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To be children of light 
With the mercy of heaven, 
The humility of Christ; 
Walking justly before Him, 
Loving all that is right, 
That the life of Christ may shine through us. 

King of Heaven, we will answer the call. 
We will follow, bringing hope to the world, 

Filled with passion, filled with power to 
proclaim salvation in Jesus' name. 

 
Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To reach out to the lost 
With the Father's compassion 
In the wonder of the cross, 
Bringing peace and forgiveness, 
And a hope yet to come: 
Let the nations put their trust in Him. 
 
 King of heaven…iii

 
 Closing Words 

Go, carry the name of Jesus into the world. Go and name God in every place. Go, and be witnesses so that all 
the world will ask for the name of the God who we serve. 
 

Blessing 
And may Jesus Christ truly be our God, the One who was in the beginning truly be our creator, and the Spirit live 
in vivid life among us all. Amen 
 

Reflection 
Deacon Liz Day: Making known the Name 

Thank you Pam for sharing with us some of your story and telling us about the ways through which you have and 
still do ‘make His name known’ to those you meet. 
 
John 17 : 6   I have made known your name to those you gave me from the world.  
 
So, the first question we are exploring is: what is it about God we want to communicate to others? What kind of 
God is he? Secondly, we think about how we share his name with others? 
 
What would you say about God if you were telling someone about him/ her? I think we might be in agreement that 
to discover what God is like we can turn to Jesus, his life and ministry. Our reading from John is a prayer Jesus is 
making to his father, God. We read in the Bible that Jesus came to save the lost, the weak, the vulnerable, the 
poor and to set the prisoner free. The God I would want to be speaking about, knowing that, is therefore a God of 
justice and compassion. 
  
Jesus came to turn thinking upside down about the Messiah, who he was to be and how he was to rule. So I, 
personally, would also want to be speaking about a living God who continues to reveal himself to the world through 
the Holy Spirit, a God we can know today. 
 
But there we pause……because are we in the business of merely passing on knowledge to others based on what 
we learn from the Bible or is making his name known more than that? 
 
Surely to make his name known, we first have to know him ourselves? That’s where our accounts of who God is 
will begin to differ I think. Because who God is to each of us will vary. We heard from Pam that, through her work 
as a GP, she was sharing with others the God of empathy and compassion who she had discovered within her 
life.                                                                                                                                                                   
 
To speak of someone in an accurate way, we first must know them ourselves. We must know the name before we 
share it with other people. 
 
God was the father of Jesus – Jesus was of the father, however we interpret that. He shares with God in his prayer 
that he has made God’s name known to his disciples and nobody understands that name more than Jesus. 
 
We often hear criticism from people who are complaining about the way they have been treated by others – when 
they say, ‘I’m just a name to them,‘ don’t we? Perhaps we have said or thought it ourselves. Someone knowing 
our names and someone knowing us are two very different things.                           
 
God knows who we are and what’s more amazing, knowing every detail about us, still accepts us for who we are 
and wants us to be the channels through which others may hear and know his name. 
  



So what we will want to say about God will vary as to what our personal experience of him is or has been in our 
lives and in our world. But how are we to share with others? How do we make his name known in the places 
where we find ourselves?                                                                                                                   
 
Those who attended our Lent course ‘Living the story’ will have reflected on the topic of evangelism and will have 
challenged old stereotypes of what an ‘evangelist’ does. In the group I was in, we remembered huge Christian 
rallies with prominent speakers with raised voices warning of the doom and gloom of hell if we didn’t give our lives 
to Jesus! 

Today, we are encouraged to share our faith with others, simply by taking opportunities which come our way to do 
so. Just like Pam, who responded to enquiries from her patients, we must all be aware of our conversations and 
see those openings when we can share our experiences of Jesus in a very gentle, non-confrontational way.                                                                                                                                                       
Being a witness today is about being true to the name we hold above any other name and not rejecting that name 
when things go wrong. Through the people we are, we should be reflecting the person God is to others.                                                                                                                                                                 
Those of us who know the name and count ourselves amongst God’s followers know that potentially, faith and 
belief are life giving, offering meaning and purpose into futility and something which enables us to become who 
we are, not controlled clones. If we can make that name known in our communities and our world, then we might 
really make a difference! Amen 

 
 

 
i Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves, Worshiptogether.com, 2004, StF 15. 
ii Words and Music by Ben Fielding and Brooke Ligertwood, Hillsong Music, 2016. 
iii Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend, Thankyou Music, 2006, StF 407. 
Call to worship, first prayers, closing words and blessing : Dorothy Macrae-McMahon 2001 
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