
 Menston |Burley in Wharfedale             2 August 2020 

 

   Prayer 
God of love, 
Before we knew you, you loved us 
While we were small and vulnerable, you nurtured us 
When we grew in confidence and strength and thought we knew everything,  
you allowed us to make our own mistakes, watching on 
When we struggled with tests and relationships you supported us,  
When we found our place in the world you encouraged us  
When we lost our way, you found us, when we turned back to you, you welcomed us 
When we fell ill, you comforted us, when we felt alone, you were there beside us 
When we complained, you listened, when we gave up, you pulled us up 
And when we come to the end of this life, you will be there to lead us into the next.  
Lord of all, you are with us always, through all the stages and circumstances of our lives, wherever we are, however 
we feel, whatever life throws at us, through the good times and the bad times, through the times when we feel your 
presence to the times when we are not sure you are even there at all. 
We praise and thank you for your constancy, for your patience, for your ability to be the shape we need you to be 
through all the twist and turns of our lives and most of all for your everlasting love for each one of us, shown through 
the gift of your son Jesus Christ. Amen 
(Adrian Millard)

Song 
 

Above all powers above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began 
 
Above all kingdoms above all thrones 
Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There's no way to measure what You're worth 

 
 
Crucified laid behind a stone 
You lived to die rejected and alone 
Like a rose trampled on the ground 
You took the fall and thought of me 
Above all (repeat 3x)

 
 

Prayer 
 
God of creation, we thank you for all the life we see around us,  
 
All the variety of flowers and plants, the different colours, textures, sizes. The intricacies that we have to look closely 
to see, for all the patterns and symmetry that seem to be so natural and perfect. All the creatures small and large. 
Insects that crawl and fly, that we don’t welcome into our homes, but who have their own important place in your 
world, many that we rely on for pollination for our food and for the maintenance of our eco system. For birds that 
sing sweetly and those that squawk raucously. For squirrels and hedgehogs. For our pets that give us 
companionship and exercise.  For the fleeting glimpse of a deer or a fox. The wandering sheep and the lumbering 
cow. For the new life we see in our fields and on our moors.   
 
We thank you for friendship - for people that we have known for years and for those we pass for the first time who 
smile and greet us. For those who are there in troubled times. For those who make us laugh. For those who 
challenge us. For those who forgive us. We thank you for self-awareness - for the ability to think and learn. To be 
able to feel happiness and joy. To be able to be sad and cry. To be able to relate to each other and able to love. 
And most all, to be able to know You and feel Your presence all around us.  
 
But, Lord, we confess we do not always show love to those you need it. We do not always make the effort to relate 
to those around us. We struggle to find time to do the things you want us to do. We make excuses to ourselves to 
avoid situations which would be a comfort to others. We put off what could be done today, but rush into things that 
should be left alone. Loving God, please forgive us and accept our humble prayers. Renew us through the 
transforming life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.    
(Adrian Millard)
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Song 
 

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like you 
None like you 
 
Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's No one like you 
None like you 

 
 
 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God 

 

Scripture 

Jeremiah 31: 1- 9 
Ephesians 2: 1- 10 

 
Reflections 

The videos can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Prayers 
 

God of strength and compassion, 
We bring before you those who are in need today. 
For those living in areas of conflict and natural disasters 
For those who are imprisoned or oppressed 
For those who hungry or homeless 
For those who are lonely or afraid 
For those who cannot contemplate the future 
For those struggling with mental health issues and depression 
For those who face discrimination and hostility 
For those who are ill or grieving 
For those in need of love and action 
We ask for your healing and comfort 
We pray that they will find practical help and heartfelt love 
That lives will be transformed, and wounds healed all through the love that knows no bounds,  
that is everlasting and unfailing. Amen 
(Adrian Millard)    

 
Hymn 

 
Father, whose everlasting love 
your only Son for sinners gave, 
whose grace to all did freely move, 
and sent him down the world to save: 
 
Help us your mercy to extol, 
immense, unfathomed, unconfined; 
to praise the Lamb who died for all, 
the Saviour of all humankind. 
 
Your undistinguishing regard 
was cast on Adam's fallen race; 

for all you have in Christ prepared 
sufficient, sovereign, saving grace. 
 
 
The world he suffered to redeem; 
for all he has the atonement made; 
for those that will not come to him 
the ransom of his life was paid. 
 
Arise, O God, maintain your cause! 
The fullness of the nations call; 
lift up the standard of your cross, 
and all shall own you died for all. 

 
 

Blessing 
 

 

Father Whose Everlasting Love (Charles Wesley) Above All Powers (Lenny le Blanc, Paul Baloche) Our God (Chris Tomlin) 

Words reproduced under CCLI licence # 12475  

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


Reflection: The Greatness of God’s Love (Rev Alastair Newton) 
 

Ephesians 2:4-5 ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved.’ 
We will look at the Who, What, Why, When and How of God’s Love. At the heart of any good and lasting relationship 
is Love.  The greatest relationship we can have is that of our loving relationship with our God and God’s relationship 
with us. Without Love we have no relationship! So the Who, What, Why, When and How of God’s Love is crucial to 
sustain a lasting and meaningful relationship.  The greatest mystery for humankind is - The Greatness of God’s Love.  
‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved’ (Eph 2:4-5). To explore the mystery 
of God’s love for humankind we will look at the Who, What, Why, When and How of God’s Love. 
 

1 The Who of God’s Love 

2 In the First Letter of John we read ‘Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.’ (1 John 4:7-8.) God is 

the ‘Who’ of his Love.  God’s love has no beginning or end as that love has always been with us.  God’s people were 

for many years in exile and through the prophet Jeremiah God said, ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.’ (Jer. 31:3)  God’s love is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

God’s love is Great, as God is a Great God. God created all things in heaven and on earth – that is the greatness of 

God! ‘God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.’ (1 John 4:16) 

3 The What of God’s love. 

The what, the purpose and direction, of God’s love is for every person and every age.  No matter what colour, gender, 
ability, background, status – God’s love is for everyone, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16) 
God’s love includes those addicted to drugs and alcohol, the prostitute and terrorist, the racist and paedophile.  God’s 
love extends to those we find it difficult to accept. God’s love is for those who repent (turn their backs on their sin) 
and seek God’s salvation. ‘All can be saved,’ that’s what John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, thought as he 
visited the condemned in their cell just before they were executed for their crimes. John Wesley believed that the 
condemned person could ask for forgiveness and give their lives to God, even at the last moment of their existence. 
So, for the early Methodists, no person was beyond the love and grace of God. That concept, that everyone – no 
matter what they have done – can be loved by God can be uncomfortable to many of us. Yet the promise is made ‘so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.’ 
God’s love is for all people, including you and me, and we can experience the What of God’s love today. 
 

4 The Why of God’s Love 

5 One of the greatest mysteries for me concerning God’s love, is ‘Why does God love me, or anyone else?’ 

It is beyond my understanding, it’s a mystery to me why God loves us so much. The mystery of why God loves us, 
could be down to God’s desire to love those who are created in God’s image.  At the beginning of Genesis we read, 
‘Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.’  (Genesis 1:26-27) The creation story goes on to describe how the 
perfect relationship, between creator and created, was broken and the rest of the Bible deals with the consequences 
of brokenness and restoration between God and his people. The restoration of the relationship, is accomplished in, 
‘The Greatness of God’s Love,’ in that God gave his Son to die on the cross for our sins and bring us back into a right 
relationship with God. Again and again, the Bible tells us of God’s people wandering away from God and God seeking 
to bring them back.  Our Bible reading from Jeremiah is about restoration and return from exile, God is the one who 
can restore and heal the people of God. In Jesus, we see, ‘The Greatness of God’s Love,’ in his life, death and 
resurrection. 
 

6 The When of God’s Love 

When does God love us? Now! God’s love is always with us.  God loves us before we are aware of God. (Prevenient 
Grace). God loves us today, tomorrow and every day after tomorrow! I remind you again of Jer 31:3, ‘I have loved 
you with an everlasting love.’ The Apostle Paul wrote to the Roman believers, ‘But God proves his love for us in that 
while we were sinners Christ died for us’ (Rom. 3:8). We don’t have to wait for God’s love, it is available now. 
 

7 The How of God’s Love 

How is God’s Love revealed?  It is through the ministry, sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus. How is God’s Love 
revealed today? It is through the outworking of the Gospel of love in a person’s heart. How is God’s Love revealed 
today in the world? It is through the witness of God’s people to love as he loved us. I will remind you of the first Bible 
verse I read to you:   ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved’ (Eph 2:4-5). May 
you be blessed in knowing ‘The Greatness of God’s Love’ as you live out your life during these troubled times.   
God’s love is with you always. 


