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   Song
King of kings, Majesty 
God of Heaven living in me 
Gentle Saviour, closest friend 
Strong Deliverer, beginning and end 
All within me falls at Your throne 
 
Your Majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty 
 

Earth and Heaven worship You 
Love eternal, Faithful and True 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls 
Brought this sinner near to Your throne 
All within me cries out in praise. 
 
Your majesty, I can but bow 
I lay my all before You now 
In royal robes I don't deserve 
I live to serve Your Majesty 
 

Prayer of Praise 
 
Lord God, our Creator, we praise you for the beautiful hills and rivers around us, the intricate beauty of the flowers 
and the summer sun. We praise you not only for the power you displayed when you created the world but also for 
your love as you hold us in your hands. We praise you for your son, Jesus Christ who is Lord of all, Father, in Christ, 
we see all your glory compressed into one human life.  By the power of your Holy Spirit may our praise bring you 
glory.  We praise you for who you are and for all that you have done for us. We praise you for the joy and the hope 
and the sense of freedom we have in Christ.  Amen 
(Vanessa Thorpe)  
 

Hymn 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life gate that we may go in. 
 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, 
great things he has done! 

 
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood! 
To ev'ry believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.  
 
Great things he has taught us, great things he has 
done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.  

 
Prayer 

 

Thank you, Father God, for your gift of free will which you have given to each of us.  We thank you that you chose 
to invite us to love and serve you.  Thank you for creating us in your image and giving us the desire to create, the 
ability to think, to plan, to choose and to love.  Father, we thank you for every person whose life is committed to 
changing others’ lives for the better, bringing healing and wholeness to those whose lives are broken. We thank 
you for every person who battles against all that spoils your world, damages your creation and limits human 
freedom, for those who fight to conquer all that is wrong or that is evil and against your will.  Thank you for the 
mystery of your love at the heart of all creation that gives us hope, heals our lives and gives us strength.  We thank 
you for the way you speak to us through your Word and for the gracious way you listen to our prayers. Amen  
Lord, you have given us so much, there is nothing that we have and are that is not ultimately a gift from you.  We 
confess that we take your gifts for granted and live as though we have received nothing. We confess that we are 
afraid of what you might expect of us.  Forgive us our failure to live spirit filled lives. We confess our criticism and 
complaints of others.  Forgive us the lack of sensitivity and understanding of others needs and fears.  Forgive us 
the times when we insist on standing on our own strength and not in yours.  Lord by your Holy Spirit transform our 
words and deeds renew and forgive us through Christ our Lord.  Amen  
(Vanessa Thorpe) 

 

 

 

                         The Methodist Church 



 Scripture 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to the abundance of his mercy, has 
regenerated us to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible, undefiled 
and unfading inheritance, which is being kept for us in the heavens, who are being shielded by the power of God 
for the salvation which will be revealed in the last time.  
In this salvation you rejoice greatly, even though it may be necessary for you to grieve now through many trials, 
for a little while yet. This is so that the proof of your faith – being more precious than gold, which is perishable, 
even though tested by fire – may be found to result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Even though you have not seen him, yet you love him; and though you do not see him now, still you believe in him 
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 
Therefore, gird your minds for action; be self-controlled; fix your hope completely on the grace which is being 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children do not fashion yourselves on your previous 
desires when you lived in ignorance, but fashion yourselves on the holiness of the One who has called you. You 
should become holy in all your conduct because it has been written, ‘You shall be holy because I am holy.’ 
And if you call on the Father, who judges the work of each person without respect to who they are, pass the time 
of your life on earth in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with corruptible things such as gold and silver 
that you were redeemed from the vanity of your forebears, but with precious blood – as of a spotless and 
unblemished Lamb – the blood of Christ. On the one hand he has been fore known from the foundation of the world 
and on the other hand he has been revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him, you believe in God, 
who raised him from the dead and glorified him. So, your faith and hope are to be in God. Having purified yourselves 
by obedience to the truth, have a sincere love for your brothers and sisters. Love one another earnestly from the 
heart for you have been regenerated not from corruptible seed, but incorruptible, through the living and abiding 
word of God. 1 Peter 1: 3 – 9 & 13 – 23 

 
Reflection 

The sermon video can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written text is provided below 

 

Song 
 
O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 
O Light that follow'st all my way, 
I yield my flick'ring torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 
may brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow thro' the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain 
that morn shall tearless be. 
 
O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms red, 
life that shall endless be. 

 
Prayer 

 
We pray for the world, your world, Lord, may all your people be filled with confidence and the certainty of faith in 
Christ.  We pray for the church that it may be filled with a greater awareness of what it means to be open to God.  
For congregations everywhere, that we may be more eager to receive all that God has to give and be more aware 
of our responsibility in sharing his love with our neighbours.  As we enjoy slowly returning to meeting together for 
worship, we lift up those Christians who are persecuted and have to worship in secret.  We pray for Christians in 
positions of authority, who aim to show their faith in their places of work.  For politicians who are seeking to serve 
God and live by their faith in Christ.  We pray for our community, for those who are struggling and overwhelmed, 
may our words and actions help them see Christs love.  We pray for those who are ill, alone or unhappy, we ask 
that they will know that God is with them and that they matter to him.  We pray for ourselves; we ask for courage 
in times when our integrity is challenged and our faithfulness is put to the test, may the grace of Christ help us to 
stand. The Lord hears our prayers, thanks be to God.  
We pray also for members of our congregation who are experiencing difficulty at this time (if you know of specific 
people who are facing difficult circumstances, please bring them before God now). Amen 
(Vanessa Thorpe) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

http://www.burleymethodist.org/


 
Song 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God, Who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

 

Blessing 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever more. Amen 

 
“King of Kings Majesty” by Jarrod Cooper 

“To God Be the Glory Great Things He Has Done” Fanny Crosby 

“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” by George Matheson 

“Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone” Stan Roto Walker / David Pritchard-blunt / Chris Tomlin / Louie Giglio 

Words reproduced under CCLI licence # 12475 

 

 
Reflection 
Rev Tim Perkins 
 

I want to explore our reading today by asking two questions: “Who am I?” and “Who am I going to be?” To do that 
I want you to imagine something. Imagine that you are about to undertake a building project on your home, that 
you have an old, dilapidated, garage at the front of your house that is only used for storing old boxes that you have 
not opened since you moved in. Your plan is to turn it into a brand-new room that can have a useful purpose, perhaps 
a kitchen or a study. 
Never having owned a home of my own I know nothing of such renovation projects. But I do know that you don’t 
start by getting a large hammer and making holes in the wall. You need a plan to show what can or can’t be done. 
You need a vision of how you want it to look and you need to know the purpose for which it is to be used. So, if you 
have any sense, you turn to an architect for help. And the architect draws up a new floorplan for you that tells you 
how wide, how high, and how deep the new room is going to be. You then have the basic shape of the room and 
the work can begin on designing everything from windows to wall-fittings, colour schemes to carpets. 
I want to suggest that these opening verses of Peter’s Letter to the churches scattered across modern day Turkey, 
provide us with a picture of the width, height, and depth of everything that follows. Peter is setting out the architect’s 
plan for a new people who will have a new purpose in this world. And he uses the same three dimensions as our 
architect for the room they are designing. He begins with the width. This is the dimension that tells us who we are 
as Christians. In the first two verses of the letter Peter tells his audience that they are: chosen by God; set aside by 
God for a purpose; sanctified or cleansed in order to be obedient to God’s calling; and sprinkled with the Messiah’s 
blood. 
Peter doesn’t address the people in terms of their human ancestry, their moral background, social status, their wealth 
or poverty, all those categories that we use to divide people. No, they are part of the old building and he is sketching 
out the new one. As we live in this world, moulded by its standards and expectations, it is easy to forget our basic 
identity as Christians. To switch metaphor for a moment, if we are wise, we take our car for an annual service and 
MOT to ensure that it is road worthy or fit for purpose. The service can pick up minor issues before they turn into 
major ones. In the same way, we need to frequently, and thoroughly remind ourselves who we really are. If we fail 
to do so, the messages that we receive on a daily basis from this world about who we are – that our identity is 
determined by who our parents are, where we live, how much we earn, or what we look like – they will eat away at 
us like rust into the bodywork of a car. 
So, who are we? What is the width of the room Peter is inviting us into? We are people, who by the mercy of God, 
have been chosen for a purpose. As Christians we live a strange double life, not as one person in public and another 
in private, but as citizens of two worlds at the same time. Peter addresses his audience as ‘foreigners’, not because 



they have emigrated or sort asylum but because they are simultaneously citizens of their country and of God’s new 
world. 
This is God’s purpose: to set aside people from other uses so that they can be signposts for others to this new reality, 
this new world. And the new world has already come into being through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 
through his sacrificial death on the one hand and the indwelling of God’s Spirit in us on the other. God has set us 
apart to be signposts to this new world, of a new way of living, a way Peter describes as ‘holy.’ The way we behave, 
the things we think, do and speak, the way we live, the choices we make – all these things are supposed to point 
other people towards this new world and to reveal something of its quality of life to them. However daunting or 
unlikely it may seem, that is who Peter says we are as Christians. 
But part of the good news is that it is not totally down to our own goodness in demonstrating God’s purpose. The 
vertical dimension of the room Peter is inviting us to inhabit is the abundant mercy of God. It is the highest ceiling 
we could possibly have. Because of God’s mercy, we have become new people, irrespective of who our parents are, 
because God has now become our Father. A new life has come to birth within us because a new life has come to 
birth in the world through the resurrection of Jesus. Becoming a Christian means that what God did for Jesus at 
Easter God does for you, in the very depth of your being. 
And what’s more, the new life which God created at Easter isn’t just about the transformation of individuals. Through 
that great action God has created a whole new world. Now it is being kept safe, largely out of sight, behind the thin 
invisible curtain which separates this world from God’s world. But one day that curtain will be drawn back once and 
for all; and then the ‘incorruptible inheritance’, which is being kept safe for us, will be merged with our earthly reality, 
transforming it and soaking it through with God’s presence, love and mercy. 
And if that new world is being kept safe for us, Peter assures us that we are being kept safe for it. Faith is the anchor 
which holds us firm in that hope. 
And then there is the depth of our new room and what it is going to contain. Quite a bit of what follows in Peter’s 
letter concerns the sufferings faced by the early Christians. Peter now states the theme he will develop; that this 
suffering is how the quality of the Christian’s faith can shine out all the more, bringing even greater praise and glory 
to God. It is easy to live your faith when life is easy. But our faith proves its weight in gold when it is lived out in the 
face of difficulties. If we can do that then we are able to inhabit this room of the Gospel, with love for Jesus in our 
hearts and a ‘glorified joy’ welling up within us. This is just the beginning of the rescue package that God has put in 
place for us. 
Peter goes on to speak of how God has worked to redeem us through the blood of Jesus which cleanses us. The old, 
dilapidated garage has been cleaned out and made into something new fit for the purpose of revealing God’s goodness 
to the world. It has been fitted out at great cost. To redeem something was to buy it back. It was used in ancient 
times of slaves bought in the marketplace and then granted their freedom and restored to the dignity of a free person. 
The old garage of our former life has been redeemed, swept clean, fully restored, renovated, and given a new 
purpose. That is who we are. 
But we are still faced with the question of who we are going to be. Say we turn our old garage into a new study. If 
it is anything like mine, it very easily becomes cluttered. The books pile up and the coffee cups stack up. They prevent 
the study from being easily cleaned. The dust gathers, the newness begins to fade. It gets harder to find the books 
or documents I need to use the study for the purpose of studying. 
Or say the new room is a kitchen that is then not cleaned, the pots and pans are left lying in the sink, the bin is not 
emptied and begins to smell. Very soon the kitchen is unfit to be used for the purposes of hospitality and nourishment 
for which it was created. It becomes unsafe to cook so you just rely on buying takeaways. Not only does the rubbish 
build up even more but your health begins to deteriorate through eating too much junk. That is not the purpose for 
which God has redeemed us.  
We have been redeemed, cleaned up, restored, to be those signposts of the Kingdom, to live holy lives because that 
reflects the character of our God. What matters now is not just who we are but who we are going to choose to be. 
What matters now is to ‘gird our minds for action; to be self-controlled; to fix our hope completely on the grace which 
is being brought to us through Jesus Christ.’ What really matters now is to allow God to use us for the purpose for 
which we were redeemed.  
Peter expresses it like this: “Having purified yourselves by obedience to the truth, have a sincere love for your brothers 
and sisters. Love one another earnestly from the heart for you have been regenerated not from corruptible seed, but 
incorruptible, through the living and abiding word of God.” As Julian of Norwich famously wrote, “Love is God’s 
meaning.” It is the love of God that has redeemed us and cleaned us up. It is the love of God that has given us a 
new purpose. It is the love of God that enables us to live out our lives as signposts of God’s love. It is only the love 
of God which enables us to love one another earnestly from the heart. Not for show, not for manipulation, but for 
real. The purpose for which God has designed and built our new room is simply to reveal the love of God and to 
welcome people into it. 
People will see God’s love in us through the way that we live in and through difficult times, and through the way in 
which we go out of our way to share God’s love with them in their own difficult times. Our world, our villages are 
living through difficult times. They need people who know who they are in Christ. They need people who are 
committed to being the love of God at work in this world. Are you up for the task? Who are you going to be? How 
might you allow God’s love to be revealed through you? Amen. 


