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Opening Prayer 
 

God who commands us to love, God who remains God with us: your answer, your solution, your remedy for 

our ills is not a product we can hold or a lesson we can recite. It is a life, a story, an ongoing relationship. It is 

a life that lives on for us. It is a story we can be a part of. It is a relationship we enter with you and with others. 

Help us remain together in love, responsive to one another’s needs, and changed by our one–ness in you. 

 
Song

I've heard a thousand stories  
of what they think you're like 
But I've heard the tender whispers  
of love in the dead of night 
And you tell me that you're pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 
You’re a good good father 
It’s who you are, it’s who you are,  
it’s who you are 
And I’m loved by you 
It’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am 
 
I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching 
For answers only you provide 
'Cause you know just what we need 
Before we say a word 

You’re a good good father 
It’s who you are, it’s who you are,  
it’s who you are 
And I’m loved by you 
It’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am 
 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways to us 
 
Oh, it's love so undeniable 
I, I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable 
I, I can hardly think 
As you call me deeper still 
Into love, love, love 

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 

Glorious God… 

You are more beautiful than all we have ever known, 

Your splendour is beyond the reach of our imagination! 

We long to share in the goodness 

we glimpse through your creation. 

Open our eyes, we pray. 

 

Awesome God… 

You are higher than our minds could ever reach. 

Yet, in love, you reach down and draw near 

that we might touch you and know you. 

Open our minds, we pray. 

 

Gracious God… 

From the beginning you have pursued your children 

with gentle mercy and never-ending love. 

You have met us in the lowest of human lows, 

You have lifted us to heights of wonder, 

You have pulled us into your grace 

that we might be closer to You 

and to one another. 

Open our hearts, we pray. 

 

                         The Methodist Church 



 Reading 
 

Ephesians 5 :21 – 6 : 9 

 
Sermon 

The sermon can be viewed at www.burleymethodist.org 
Alternatively, the written sermon is provided below 

 

 

 
Hymn 

 

Let love be real, in giving and receiving,  

Without the need to manage and to own;  

A haven free from posing and pretending,  

Where every weakness may be safely known.  

 

Give me your hand, along the desert pathway,  

give me your love wherever we may go:  

as God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands,  

just open hands and space to grow.  

 

Let love be real, not grasping or confining,  

that strange embrace that holds yet sets us free;  

that helps us face the risk of truly living,  

and makes us brave  

to be what we might be.  

 

 

 

Give me your strength  

when all my words are weakness,  

give me your love in spite of all you know:  

as God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands,  

just open hands and space to grow.  

 

Let love be real, with no manipulation,  

no secret wish to harness or control;  

let us accept each other's incompleteness,  

and share the joy  

of learning to be whole.  

 

Give me your hope  

through dreams and disappointments,  

give me your trust when all my failings show:  

As God loves us, so let us love each other,  

with no demands,  

just open hands and space to grow.

 
Prayer of Confession, Thanksgiving and Intercession 

 

Our Lord, 

Source of light and love… 

the nearer we draw to you and gaze at your beauty, 

the more we become aware how far we fall short of reflecting your light. 

Where you abound in love, we have sometimes chosen a selfish path. 

Where you are gracious and compassionate, we have often failed to care for others. 

Where you are slow to anger and abounding in love, 

There have been times that we have let resentment consume us and rage control us. 

We are truly sorry, and we are filled with joy as we are reminded that our sins are forgiven. 

We ask that you would turn our hearts toward you, and also toward others. 

We lift to you those whose bodies are weary, and those whose hearts are broken. 

We pray for those whose relationships are characterised by manipulation or violence, especially now. 

We ask that you would be close to those who are selflessly giving their time  

to serve, protect and care for others. 

We bring our leaders before you and ask that you would guide them 

that their decisions would be wise, compassionate and just. 

In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 
 

Opening Prayer by the Corrymeela Community 
“Good Good Father” Chris Tomlin 

“Let Love Be Real” by Michael Forster 

Words reproduced under CCLI licence # 12475 
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Sermon: Right Relationships 
Deacon Liz Day 

 
 

Some of the most difficult passages in the Bible to understand, I have discovered are those which are about 

relationships, particularly Paul’s writings! 

As a younger woman, growing up in a very traditional household I started to question why I was sometimes 

treated differently than my brother, and more so, in society. The 70’s, looking back, were not an easy decade 

to grow up as a female teenager. TV footage of extremely sexist programmes, comedies seem so 

cringeworthy when viewed through today’s lens.And in my own marriage, I have been so frustrated to receive 

comments in shops from men thinking they were being amusing when implying that Andrew should watch 

me, spending ‘his’ money. When, if truth be told, at that time, I was employed and he wasn’t !! Neither 

Andrew of myself understand questions like, ‘who wears the trousers in your relationship?’ What is that 

supposed to mean ? 

And there we have the problem – what are the words supposed to mean? 

I think it’s our modern day interpretation of scripture which can be problematic. Just as I reacted to the man in 

the shop when he implied that Andrew was the provider of money in our relationship, I have read today’s 

scripture in the past and reacted similarly to Paul’s words, ‘wives, be subject to your husbands…’ and my 

‘feminist tendencies’ as my mum used to call them – have risen up in me !! 

My experience of sexism has blurred my reading of the Bible and I have not continued to read, ‘ (Wives be 

subject to your husbands) as to the Lord.  

And then Paul writes : ‘ For the husband is the head of the wife, just as Christ is the head of the church’  

So we must start, I think, with asking ourselves - what does it mean to be ‘head’ of someone in this context? 

What it doesn’t mean is that the ‘head’ is the ‘boss’ – dictating what those under them should do, insisting on 

being ‘served’ in their position as top dog! It took until I was at college, when I wrote an assignment about 

Paul’s writings to realise that much of what he is teaching is actually about equality in relationships. 

We are to treasure and nurture our relationships, be they human relationships or our relationships with God 

himself.  

And our model for these relationships is found in Jesus – how he showed God’s love, compassion and 

displayed what we call the ‘kingdom values’ of justice, peace, equality in our living alongside one another. 

Jesus didn’t come to earth to be a ‘ruler’ to be obeyed, but an example to be followed, and after he was no 

longer physically on earth, the Holy Spirit was poured out to empower people to follow effectively and with 

courage. 

So Ladies, let’s not have any more ‘Paul bashing’ when we read this passage and Gents, let’s not 

misinterpret the meaning of the word ‘head’. Let’s learn to love one another equally, giving all people equal 

value and worth and not try to dominate or control anyone. That’s not the way to achieve right relationships. 

As the hymn says which we will sing later in our service,  

“Let love be real , in giving and receiving, without the need to manage or to own;”  and ………“ As God loves 

us, so let us love each other, with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.” 

But not all this passage from Ephesians is about the relationships between married couples.  

The second part addresses the relationships between family members and between slaves and their 

‘masters’. 

Once again, Paul’s statements cause many problems for those who have been harmed physically or mentally 

by their parents and have even been taken out of context to promote slavery ! 

But further studying of these verses, reveals Paul as being greatly concerned with children and slaves alike 

having ‘rights’ of their own. As with the ‘marriage’ type of relationship, he promotes a mutual responsibility. 

Throughout the whole reading, Paul is seen supporting the validity of family life and the extended household.  

The family and any relationships should be based on love, the self giving love which Jesus revealed to us. 

We must be very careful not to take Paul’s words out of context in order to control others or exclude them 

altogether. Whatever modern families look like today, may we try to understand them in terms of loving 

relationships where each and every member should hold equal worth. What a gift to the world when we get it 

right!!  

Amen 


